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‘he storm that followed the storm 
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ere killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect, Hospitals 
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An authoritarian party 

Actions speak louder than words. Over the 
past month the BNP has revealed itself to be 
an undemocratic, authoritarian and racist 
party. The BNP can claim that it is a normal 
democratic political party as much as it likes 
but as soon as democracy gets in the way the 
party is quick to discard it as an inconvenience. 
The BNP might contest elections but the foul 
behaviour of its Sedgefield election candidate 
on the night of the count — slow handclapping 
at the Labour victor and jeering by his 
supporters — clearly demonstrated its disregard 
for the democratic process. 

The manner in which the BNP’s leadership 
election is being conducted speaks volumes 
for Nick Griffin’s authoritarian and un- 
democratic rule. Despite being guaranteed 
victory he refuses to allow any form of 
debate or criticism of his dictatorial rule. 
The shenanigans within Solidarity has 
revealed the sham trade union for what it is, 
namely a money-making front for the BNP. 
The executive goes against Griffin’s wishes so 
it is disbanded and replaced by a new 
obedient body. Finally, the suspension by 
Sandwell Council’s standards committee of 
BNP councillor Simon Smith provides a 
reminder of the BNP’s extremist nature. 

This month we carry numerous articles 
highlighting the authoritarian regime at the 
heart of the BNP. It is always important to 
remember the fascist party's contempt for 
democracy, decency and the rule of law and 
what potentially it would do if it got a sniff 
of power. 


Brothers disunited 

The story of the BNP trade union is turning 
into a farce. Solidarity — the union for British 
Workers aka the BNP — has split into two 
separate groups, both using the same name 
and logo. Searchlight has long contented that 
this was not a proper union but a gimmick by 
the BNP to undermine the proper trade 
union movement and a convenient conduit 
for money. The events over the past few 
weeks have reinforced our view. 

The trade union Certification Officer quite 
properly has only limited power to intervene 
in the internal affairs of a trade union. 
The courts are the proper forum to resolve a 
dispute over the ownership of a name or logo. 
But there have been allegations of financial 
impropriety and this is something the 
Certification Officer can and most certainly 
should investigate. <i 
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BNP activists lose appeal in 
politically motivated libel case 


Sonia Gable examines the result of a court case aimed at 


shutting down Searchlight 


wo British National Party 
brothers have suffered a 
landmark defeat in their libel 
action against Searchlight. In an 
important ruling for press freedom, 
as well as for Searchligh’’s reputation, 
three Appeal Court judges threw out an 
appeal by Christopher and Barry 
Roberts against last year’s High Court 
decision to dismiss their libel claim. 

Christopher Roberts, the BNP’s 
candidate for Mayor of London in 
2004, and his brother brought 
proceedings against Searchlight, its 
publisher and its editor over the 
magazine’s reporting of an internal feud 
within the BNP’s London region in 2003 
between supporters of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, and John Tyndall, the BNP’s 
founding chairman whom _ Griffin 
replaced in 1999 after an acrimonious 
leadership contest. 

An article by Gerry Gable in 
Searchlights “News from the Sewers” 
column in October 2003, a column that 
Lord-Justice Ward in the Appeal Court 
described as “charmingly named”, 
reported that Dave Hill and Robert 
Jeffries, two Tyndall supporters, had 
issued a long open letter attacking 
Griffin and his supporters, including 
Chris Roberts. Searchlight said that the 
letter accused Roberts of stealing a sum 
of £1,204 collected at a London BNP 
rally and alleged that after Roberts 
angrily returned the money, he and his 
brother Barry threatened to “kneecap, 
torture and kill” Hill, Jeffries and their 
respective families. 

Searchlight did not try to verify the 
accusations with any of the parties, 
knowing that they would not talk to us, 
but reported what both sides had said 
in a neutral manner. Mr Justice Eady in 
the High Court agreed that it was 
reasonable for Mr Gable not to 
approach the Roberts brothers for a 
comment “given the long history of 
Mr Gable’s interaction with the BNP”. 

In the High Court the Roberts 


brothers claimed that Searchlight had 
libelled them by reporting the 
allegations against them. Searchligh?'s 
defence was that we were reporting 
the allegations without adopting or 
endorsing them and that the 
accusations and counter-accusations 
between the rival BNP factions were a 
matter of public interest. They therefore 
fell within the reportage doctrine, a legal 
principle that has emerged from cases 
heard in the Appeal Court over the 
past few years and provides a potential 
defence against libel. 

Mr Justice Eady found in favour of 
Searchlight and the Roberts brothers 
appealed. 

In the High Court the Roberts 
brothers had been represented by 
Adrian Davies, the BNP’s regular 
barrister. Davies runs the Freedom 
Party, a minuscule far-right rival to the 
BNP, and one of several organisations 
that the BNP proscribed at the 
beginning of this year. It is a serious 
disciplinary offence for BNP members 
to associate in any way with members of 
proscribed groups. 

For the Appeal Court hearing the 
Roberts brothers engaged Mr H 
Tomlinson QC, not because of the 
proscription — Davies remained on the 
scene as junior counsel — but because 
Davies had clearly been somewhat out 
of his depth in the High Court. 
Searchlight was represented by Gavin 
Millar QC and Guy Vassall-Adams. 

Lord-Justices Ward, Sedley and 
Moore-Blick unanimously dismissed the 
Roberts brothers’ appeal. They agreed 
that the disputes within the BNP were 
a matter of public interest, the article 
did not adopt or endorse the allegations 
and it was, in all the circumstances, a 
piece of responsible journalism, all of 
which were elements important to the 
reportage defence. 

Ward LJ in his written judgement 
explained that the accusations were 


already in the public domain through 


articles and letters in John Tyndall's 
magazine Spearhead, reports in British 
Nationalist, the BNP members’ bulletin, 
and a bulletin issued by Hill and 
Jeffries, which had been sent anon- 
ymously to Searchlight. 

Mr Gable had used all this material as 
sources for his article. He told the court 
in a written witness statement: “The 
purpose of the article complained of 
was not to suggest that the allegations 
of either side were true, but to expose 
the very fact of the divisions within a 
political party trying to present a united 
and respectable front in advance of 
coming elections.” 

Based on past court decisions, Ward 
LJ defined reportage as “the neutral 
reporting without adoption or 
embellishment or subscribing to any 
belief in its truth of attributed 
allegations of both sides of a political 
and possibly some other kind of 
dispute”. He distinguished it from the 
repetition rule, namely: “Repeating 
someone else’s libellous statement is just 
as bad as making the statement 
directly”. It is the “circumstances in 
which a defamation comes to be 
repeated ... [that are] all-important,” 
he continued. 

“To qualify as reportage the report, 
judging the thrust of it as a whole, must 
have the effect of reporting, not the 
truth of the statements, but the fact that 
they were made,” Ward L) explained. 
“If upon a proper construction of the 
thrust of the article the defamatory 
material is attributed to another and is 
not being put forward as true, then a 
responsible journalist would not need to 
take steps to verify its accuracy. He is 
absolved from that responsibility 
because he is simply reporting in a 
neutral fashion the fact that it has been 
said without adopting the truth.” 

Ward’s conclusion is worth quoting in 
full. Eady, he said, “correctly recognised 
that the apparent seriousness of the 
allegation was diluted by the fact that 





the thrust of the article related to the 
disagreement as to who should take 
charge of the collection, not to whether 
one or other stole it. The public were 
entitled to know of the fact that the 
BNP were then riven by this dispute. 
The source of the information was 
attributed and truth was not the effect 
of publication so the reliability of the 
source was of little significance and 
verification was not essential. In fairness 
to Mr Gable I should repeat that he did 
make some enquiries of other sources to 
satisfy himself that the dispute was real. 
The lack of ‘status’ does not destroy the 
integrity of the report. The story was 
one which unfolded over the weeks 
and months and was current, or at least 
not stale at the time of publication. 
No comment was sought from the 
appellants for wholly understandable 
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reasons. In any event the claimants’ 
side of the story was to be inferred: 
each protagonist was denying 
impropriety and blaming the other. 
Apart from a note of sarcasm, and, 
as all readers would suspect, some 
unfeigned glee at having this embar- 
rassment to their political enemies 
presented ‘on a plate’, the tone was as 
neutral and as disinterested as any 
article in Searchlight on the BNP could 
be. There was nothing untoward in the 
timing of the publication. In all 
the circumstances, this was a piece of 
responsible journalism.” 

Concurring with Ward, Lord-Justice 
Sedley added that: “The article 
offers no view about which side is 
telling the truth; and nothing in the law 
denies the reportage defence to a 
defendant who is taking a perceptible 
pleasure in reporting the controversy.” 
He considered that the “suggestion that 
it was irresponsible for Mr Gable to 
report the dispute without first 
soliciting the claimants’ side of the story 
is ... not entirely in touch with reality”. 

Highlighting the political motives of 
the Roberts brothers, Sedley pointed 
out that their obvious remedy would 
have been to proceed against Hill 
and Jeffries. “Instead they have taken 
the opportunity to try to put one of 
their party’s political opponents out 








of business. While such a motive does 
not disqualify a claimant, any more than 
the defendant’s enjoyment of the row 
enhances his liability, it should put the 
court on its guard against elevating 
reporting to adoption in the absence of 
clear words.” 

Not surprisingly the BNP has made 
no comment about the case. But a 
website that claims to be published “In 
support of the BNP Constitution that 
John Tyndall drafted”, and supports 
Chris Jackson's challenge to Griffin for 
the BNP leadership, dismissed it on the 
grounds that “Sedley should have been 
told to sod off, big style. He is a 
jewish [sic] communist, who has 
supported communists all his life. 
He was hardly an impartial Judge.” 
Strangely, the writer added extensive 
details about Connie Seifert, the wife of 
Sigmund Seifert, who founded a 
solicitors’ practice with Lord-Justice 
Seifert’s father in the 1940s, as if that 
were at all relevant. Strange indeed are 
the workings of the minds of far-right 
antisemitic conspiracy theorists. 

Christopher Roberts, of Benfleet, 
Essex, and Barry Roberts, of Bromley, 
Kent, now face significant legal costs. 

The BNP and the rest of Britain's 
fascists claim that Searchlight 
constantly loses libel cases. It would be 
nice to think that the results of the 
Roberts case and of the case brought by 
Sidney Chaney, which the High Court 
threw out in March this year, will put 
paid to such accusations. But when has 
the truth ever stopped a fascist who 
thinks he or she is on a roll? <i] 
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Jackson supporters 
__ Simon Smith (top) and 
~ James Lewthwaite 


By Nick Lowles 


ick Griffin and the British 
National Party have a problem 
with democracy. It is an alien 
concept to fascism and one 
that is regularly derided in party 
literature and speeches. After all, it 
was Griffin who once wrote that 
power was obtained through the boot 
and fist rather than the council 
chamber. It was Griffin who once 
reproduced a noose on the front page of 
his Rune magazine as a hint at what 
awaited their opponents when he was 
swept into power. 

And so it is that democracy appears 
to have no place within the BNP. 
Despite certain victory in the party 
leadership election Griffin simply cannot 
adhere to common democracy, a level 
playing field or even an honest debate. In 
fact, he appears so opposed to an honest 
debate he personally has decided that the 
party members do not need one. 

Bizarrely, Griffin has even appointed 
himself as the de facto returning officer 
for his own election. While the title has 
formally been given to Nick Cass, 
a close confidant of Griffin, this is 
simply for show. It was Griffin 
who wrote to his rival’s campaign team 
to set out the rules of the contest. 
They were arbitrarily concocted, with 
no consultation with his opponent, and 
clearly skewed to benefit himself 
and bar the possibility of any debate 
within the party. 

Writing to Chris Jackson's campaign 
manager, Mike Easter, on 30 June, 
Griffin spelt out how the election would 
be run. It is hard to imagine Griffin 
keeping a straight face as he typed up 
the document. 

“In setting this | am mindful of two 


The politics ofa 
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key aims: To ensure that the process 
is both fair and seen to be fair; 
and to minimise the opportunities 
for troublemakers to damage the party,” 
he opened. 

Each candidate would be allowed to 
make a 200-word statement that would 
be carried in the members’ bulletin, 
British Nationalist, and a longer 800- 
word statement would be available, to 
members only, on the party website. 

However, he then announced that 
the election campaign would be a two- 
week affair, removing any room for 
honest debate. 

While both candidates would be 
allowed to speak at meetings around the 
country, there was to be no hustings or 
personal campaign literature produced. 

“In order to avoid giving an 
unfair advantage to the incumbent, 
or encouraging the illicit collection 
of membership data, neither candidate 
nor their agents or supporters shall 
distribute any information, in any form, 
by post, phone or email, except in 
response to a direct request from an 
individual member for information for 
him or herself.” 

This was the end of the diktat, at least 
as it appeared on the party website for 
public consumption. In the full letter to 
Easter, Griffin went further: 

“In setting the date of the election I 
am mindful of the fact that you do not 
approve of the Red-White-and-Blue 
family festival and also have again not 
applied to attend the Summer School. 
Clearly this would place you at a 
disadvantage if the election took 
place after these major BNP events. 
In addition, even a long campaign 
would not reach more than a limited 
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number of members at meetings and, in 
view of the bitterness of the ad 
hominem attacks already made by 
some, no good purpose would be served 
by holding hustings meetings in a few 
places or in dragging the campaign out. 

“As per the precedent set by Mr. 
Tyndall when he laid down how the 
1999 leadership election was to be run, 
neither candidate nor his agent nor 
supporters should make any comment 
to the media about the contest until it is 
over. This is an internal matter for the 
BNP and interviews to a fundamentally 
hostile media are not acceptable. 
Any approaches should be dealt with by 
way of a simple statement along the 
lines of “The election is a matter for 
the members of the BNP and I have no 
comment to make.” 

Griffin even went on to attack the 
Jackson camp for circulating a 
press statement that criticised the 
leadership's running of the party. 
It “should not be reissued” Griffin 
ordered. However, in view of the 
allegations of financial mismanage- 
ment, the BNP leader ordered the 
party’s Treasury Department to produce 
a detailed defence of his leadership. 

Unsurprisingly, the Jackson camp was 
furious, seeing this clearly for what it 
was: an attempt to avoid any form of 
real debate or engagement with the 
party members. 

“The timescale that you are proposing 
is quite ridiculous and would prevent 
any meaningful campaigning,” Easter 
replied. “Is this the purpose of the 
suggestion? Don't you want members to 
discuss and debate how the Party 
should be organised and run? 

“We require a timetable that is sensible 


and counter propose the timetable set by 
precedent, so that ballot papers go out at 
the end of August and are returned by 
the end of September. Such a proposal is 
also in tune with section 4,4, of the Party 
Constitution. Further, because of annual 
holidays, August is regarded politically as 
a ‘dead’ month. 

“Failure to agree such a reasonable 
proposal will be regarded by us as a 
refusal to hold an election. 

“Your letter talks about ‘seen to be fair’ 
and ‘opportunities for troublemakers to 
damage the party. Your proposed 
timescale blows ‘seen to be fair’ out 
of the water even before considering 
any further sections of your letter. 
“Troublemakers’, who have you in mind? 
How can they damage the party? What 
relevance have they to this election?” 

The conditions set down by Griffin 
differed greatly from those under which 
he himself gained control of the party in 
1999. Back then the election period 
lasted almost three months and each 
side was given the party membership 
list. In addition, Griffin had the 
resources of Tony Lecomber’s Patriot 
magazine. Now, with his own profile 
within the party well established he is 
keen to prevent his rival doing likewise. 

In another development Cass, 
supposedly an independent judge 
overseeing the election, waded in to give 
his full support to Griffin. Writing on 
the Britain Forward blog he declared: 

“I personally dont think Chris 
Jackson will be a better leader or is 
capable of being a better leader than 
Nick. Nick griffin [sic] has been the best 
leader this party has had and is currently 
the best leader the party can find.” 

Cass has since claimed that this letter 
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was a forgery, but not everyone is 
convinced, especially given his open 
support for Griffin in Yorkshire. 

Even without Griffin’s stringent rules 
there was only ever going to be one 
outcome to this election. However, 
a number of surprising Jackson 
supporters have appeared within the 
party. Searchlight has previously 
identified one as Jonathan Bowden, the 
party’s education officer, though it must 
be stressed that he has his own eye on 
the top job and merely sees Jackson as a 
useful stalking horse. 

Simon Smith, the Black Country 
organiser and Sandwell councillor, 
signed Jackson’s nomination paper and 
was reported even to have hosted a 
campaign rally in his area. Former 
Yorkshire councillors Richard Mulhall 
and James Lewthwaite have also both 
sided with Jackson. Lewthwaite is 
especially surprising, though this might 
have more to do with internal problems 
within the Bradford branch, which have 
seen him fall out of favour with Paul 
Cromie, the local party chairman. 

Altogether, five founder members, 
two advisory council members, three 
councillors, eight branch organisers and 
20 election candidates have come out 
openly for Jackson. 

Griffin will remain leader with 
an overwhelming majority but the 
doubts and criticisms, especially over 
financial mismanagement and errors 
of judge-ment, will remain. Indeed, 
Griffin's steadfast refusal to answer 
his critics through open debate will 
only fuel the rumours and suspicion. 
Already, during the course of this brief 
leadership election, new allegations 
are emerging. ~= 
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There’s nothing so drear as afield with no beer 


By Sonia Gable 


s Searchlight went to press, the 

British National Party and 

the villagers of Denby in 

Derbyshire were awaiting a 
decision by Amber Valley Borough 
Council on an application for 
alcohol and entertainment licences 
for the BNP’s annual Red White and 
Blue festival. 

The council’s licensing panel had 
started its deliberations on Wednesday 
18 July but after three hours deferred 
the decision to the following day. 
However, after two more days of 
discussing evidence presented to them 
at Wednesday’s meeting, councillors 
put the decision on hold until the 
following week. 

The festival is due to be held on the 
weekend of 3-5 August on 8 hectares 
(20 acres) of land owned by Alan 
Warner in Denby. This is the first time 
it is being held in a residential area and 
it has attracted considerable local 
opposition. The land adjoins livery 
stables and the owners are very 
concerned about the impact on the 
horses of noise from fairground rides, 
live and recorded music, a 2.2 rifle range 
and fireworks display, to be staged by 
Stuart Russell, the BNP’s press officer 
and fireworks supremo. 

Other residents are worried about 
the potential for crime and disorder. 
The festival’s organiser, Dave Shapcott, 
claims stewards will prevent rowdy 
behaviour and monitor excessive 
alcohol consumption but drunkenness 
has featured strongly in past years’ 
events. In 2003 a drunken fight broke 
out in which one of the security team 
hit a participant, whose drunken friend 
then retaliated hitting the steward with 
a glass. 

Previous years’ events have been 
held in Lancashire a long way from 
residential areas. 

A meeting of Denby Parish Council 
on 9 July unanimously voted to object 
to the application for alcohol and 
entertainment licences after hearing 
residents’ concerns about traffic in 
the narrow country lanes and_ noise. 
Earlier, Warner left the meeting after 
some of the 30 residents present 
said they could not speak if he 


was there. 





Warner has said that the event will go 
ahead whether or not licences are 
granted. The BNP website has been 
advertising tickets for months and states 
that a licensed bar will be open on all 
three days. The event organisers have 
indicated that they might try to get 
round the licensing laws by calling the 
event a private party. However they will 
find it difficult to maintain that fiction 
seeing as tickets are available for any 
BNP member to purchase, and the 
police and council officers can be 
expected to look out for any 
infringements of the licensing laws. 

More importantly, if the organisers 
were to give out drinks free — as would 
befit a private party — instead of selling 
them, the event would make a huge loss, 
something that would be utter anathema 
for the money-grubbing BNP. 

Alternatively, without a drinks licence, 
festival-goers would have to go off site 
to get alcohol. John Walker, the BNP 
treasurer, was keen to point out that this 
would cause more problems than 
containing everyone in the field. 
He hoped this would persuade council- 
lors to grant the licence, but it was an 
admission that his party’s members are 
indeed rowdy and out of control. 

A prohibition on selling alcohol 
would certainly hit the event’s profits. 
It will be expensive to stage. There will 





















be paint ball, archery and the rifle range, 
provided not only for participants’ 
enjoyment but also as part of the 
BNP’s ongoing programme of getting 
members used to handling weapons 
in preparation for the civil war that 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, believes 
and hopes is imminent. 

Much more costly are the promised 
big wheel, dodgems and children’s rides. 
They will cost several thousand pounds 
to hire, transport on site, set up, power 
and staff over two to three days, that’s if 
any fairground staff are prepared to 
service a BNP event. When Shapcott 
approached Brett Graham Traditional 
Rides to arrange a deal, he took care not 
to mention the BNP, but pretended the 
event was a family weekend run by 
the Trafalgar Club. But its true nature 
will be pretty obvious to the staff on site. 

If local protests fail to prevent the 
event, Warner and Shapcott could yet 
be thwarted by the weather. The BNP’s 
summer training school was due to be 
held the weekend before the RWB 
festival on the same site, after being 
postponed from the end of June due to 
flooding at its original venue in north 
Nottinghamshire. It has now been 
postponed again until September 
because Warner's fields are too wet to 
cut. As Searchlight went to press the rain 
was forecast to continue. ~= 
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Sedgefield by-election 
The BNP saves its deposit but fails to make significant breakthrough. Nick Lowles reports 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
comfortably saved its deposit in last 
month’s parliamentary by-election in 
Sedgefield, coming fourth with 8.9% of 
the vote. The election followed the 
resignation of Tony Blair and Labour 
retained the seat but with a vastly 
reduced majority. 

It was the BNP’s best performance in 
a parliamentary by-election in_ its 
history, though still well short of the 
16% polled by the National Front’s 
Martin Webster in West Bromwich in 
the early 1970s. 

However, the party failed to make a 
major breakthrough by beating one of 
the main parties despite an intensive 
campaign with organisers bussed in 
from around the country and growing 
confidence in the final few days. 

The BNP was always likely to poll 
well in this constituency. In May, it 
fielded 16 candidates in the local 
council elections, averaging 14% of 


BNP candidate and former fuel 
protester Andrew Spence 








resources into this election, dispatching 
several key organisers, including 
Richard Barnbrook, to the constit- 
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the vote. However, the parliamentary 
constituency was much bigger than 
the council boundaries and the BNP’s 
vote was concentrated in a handful of 
wards, especially Chilton. 

The party’s candidate was Andrew 
Spence, a farmer from County 
Durham and former leader of the fuel 
protests. His agent was Mark Walker, 
until recently a local teacher. 

The BNP ran a highly intensive 
campaign, with several glossy leaflets, 
high profile but simple vehicle convoys, 
many adorned with BNP posters and 
sound systems, posters and lamppost 
placards. There was some limited 
canvassing but this appeared to be 
concentrated in the Chilton ward where 
the party polled 40% in May. 

The BNP did manage to place an 
advert in the local Northern Echo two 
days before polling. At a cost of £600, 
this was the first time the BNP had used 
newspaper advertising in a parliamentary 
election. The newspaper knew it was 
heading into rocky terrain but allowed 
the advert to go in, albeit stating that the 
fee would be donated to charity. 

An editorial entitled: “In Defence of 
Free Speech” on the day the advert 
appeared claimed that the decision to 
publish it was “not made lightly” but 
the BNP is a legal political party. 
“The Northern Echo has a proud 


VOICELESS? 





tradition of campaigning for freedom of 
opinion. We believe it is central to a 
democratic society and we should be 
proud of the fact that individuals and 
organisations in this country are free to 
express their opinions. 

“It would be hypocritical of us to 
champion those freedoms only to deny 
them to an organisation just because 
we disagree with what it stands for. 
Where would the line be drawn? 
How far would we descend into the 
sinister darkness of censorship?” 

It ended by calling upon readers to 
vote for anyone but the BNP. 

The newspaper quite rightly came 
under intense criticism from local 
readers and when the BNP tried to 
place another advert, for polling day 
itself, the editor changed his mind and 
refused. 

The BNP cried foul but the 
newspaper had already caused so much 
damage, not least because it had turned 
the BNP into a major election issue. 

The far-right party threw huge 


uency. One financial appeal posted 
on the BNP website claimed that the 


_ election was costing the party £6,000. 


Five days later another financial appeal 


| asked supporters for “an extra £1,000 


to pay for two large adverts in a 
local newspaper”. 

One of the many leaflets the 
BNP delivered is now the subject of 
a police investigation. 

Party members’ became increasingly 
confident as the campaign progressed. 
There was even talk of a surprise second 
place. While this was always highly 
unlikely, there was a chance that the 
BNP would overtake the Conservative 
Party. If it had done so, the BNP 
could quite rightly have claimed a 
stunning success. 

The BNP vote should still set 
alarm bells ringing within the Labour 
Party. Sedgefield is a classic traditional 
Labour seat, a mixture of former 
mining communities and farmland. 
There might be a Brown “bounce” in the 
national opinion polls but there is still a 
sizeable chunk of traditional Labour 
voters who remain unconvinced. 

The BNP website claimed that 
“champagne corks were popping” 
across Sedgefield in response to the 
result. The BNP did well but it was 
not the breakthrough it had been 
expecting. ~= 





AND 
THEN 





THERE BNP union splits 


There is a widely held belief that if you cut an earthworm 
in half you get two live worms. It is not true - you get one 
dead worm - but it does seem to work with fascist parties, 
for whom splits are second nature. The National Front in 
the 1970s suffered several and on Britain’s far-right 
fringes groups of people often clump together, tear 
themselves apart and reform ina different way. 


WERE 





By Sonia Gable 


Massed ranks of Solidarity members gather 
at Brentwood station, redirection point for 
their EGM. Searchlight spotters counted 20 

people, including the seven stewards 








he malaise has now infected 
Solidarity, the British National 
Party’s attempt to have its own 
tame trade union “for British 
workers”. There are now _ two 
Solidarities, both of which are alive and 
wriggling and claiming to be the real 
thing. Each has its own website and 
both are using the same logo. 

On 20 June the BNP website posted a 
notice accusing the far left of trying to 
sabotage Solidarity by suspending 
Patrick Harrington from his position as 
general secretary of the union. It called 
on all members of Solidarity to demand 
an Emergency General Meeting to be 
held on 14 July to enlarge the executive 
from three to seven and make other 
constitutional changes. 

The call was unconstitutional. 
Solidarity’s constitution states that the 
tules of Solidarity can only be changed at 
an annual conference or by special postal 
ballot of the members. The executive or 
two-thirds of the members can call a 
“Special Conference” but only for the 
purpose of removing members of the 
executive committee. 

In fact the original constitution of 
Solidarity provided for an executive of at 
least seven members. That constitution 
was quietly ditched at some stage, its 
requirement for the executive to include 
members from each industrial sector 
represented by the union being 
unworkable, seeing as the union does 
not represent anyone. 

Meanwhile Clive Potter and Tim 
Hawke, Solidarity’s president and vice- 
president, were accusing Harrington of 
“operating a false copycat union” and 
hijacking the union’s website while he 


was suspended from duties, with the 
help of the website's host provider, 
Lambertus Nieuwhof, “who was a 
friend of his”. 

On 1 July Hawke, 24, registered a 
new Solidarity website and promptly 
posted a notice dated 1 July accusing 
Harrington of using the original 
website to “claim finances under 
false pretences”. The notice described 
Harrington as an “expelled Solidarity 
member”. This was strange because 
minutes of executive meetings show 
that Potter and Hawke only expelled 
him a week later, at their “disciplinary 
meeting” on 8 July. Bill McLinden, 
acting general secretary of this version 
of Solidarity, attended but abstained. 

The minutes of that meeting 
also record that Potter and Hawke 
described Harringtons EGM as 
“illegal”. Nevertheless the EGM went 
ahead in Brentwood, Essex, after two- 
thirds of the members signed the call, 
according to Harrington’s Solidarity 
website. How this proportion of a 
shifting total membership could be 
determined was unclear, seeing as there 
was no cut-off date for people to join 
Solidarity and take part in this farce. 

Naturally those at the EGM did 
everything that Harrington and the 
BNP told them to do. They endorsed 
Harrington's actions “in blocking 
attempts by the President and Vice- 
President to stage an unconstitutional 
coup’. They duly voted to expand 
the executive to seven, abolished the 
role of vice president and introduced 
a new position of treasurer. Perhaps 
Harrington thought these changes 
would allay members’ concerns over 





Solidarity’s accounts. According to 
minutes of an executive meeting in 
May, it was an accusation by Potter and 
Hawke that Harrington was “not being 
transparent with regards to Union 
finances” that led to Harrington’s 
suspension. Harrington appears to 
dispute that his suspension took place at 
that meeting but not the reason for it. 

The EGM also changed the 
constitution to give the general secretary 
the power, exercisable at his absolute 
discretion, to initiate a postal ballot 
to remove any executive member. 
Harrington promptly announced that he 
would use this power to ask members 
whether they wished to remove Potter 
and Hawke from office. Whether 
Hawke still occupies any office is 
unclear seeing as his vice-president’ 
post had just been abolished. 
The exercise is meaningless in any event 
as Potter and Hawke do not recognise 
Harrington’s version of Solidarity and 
presumably cannot hold any office in it. 

When the BNP first called for 
the EGM and the expansion of the 
executive to seven members it stated 
that one of the new members would 
come from Third Way and the other 
three from the BNP. On the three-man 
executive one, Harrington, was from 
Third Way and two, Potter and Hawke, 
were BNP. 

It may seem strange that the BNP 
has sided with Harrington against 
its own members. But Harrington is a 
longstanding friend of Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader. The BNP normally 
reacts to rival parties on the far right 
by issuing a proscription notice, 
prohibiting BNP members from having 
any contact, but a party in which 
Griffin's mate is a national officer 
gets special treatment, despite their 
apparently different political philoso- 
phies. After all, the BNP certainly 
would not feature an equal oppor- 
tunities statement on its home page, as 
does Third Way. 

The EGM was happy to comply with 
the political specifications for the new 
executive members and “appointed”, not 
elected note, three BNP members and 
one from Third Way. One of the BNP 
representatives is Simone Clarke, the 
ballerina whose BNP membership hit 
the headlines last Christmas. Another is 
Adam Walker, who resigned from his 
job as a technology teacher after being 
suspended for using a school computer 
to view extreme-right websites and a 


discussion forum. Finally there is 
Lindsey Nieuwhof, wife of the 
convicted pro-apartheid terrorist who 
delivered Solidarity’s website into 
Harrington's hands. 

The Third Way man is David Kerr, 
another member of the leadership of 
Third Way and editor of its Ulster 
Nation magazine, which promotes an 
Ulster independent of both Britain and 
the Irish Republic. One of the areas of 
disagreement between the two versions 
of Solidarity was whether it should 
distribute recruiting leaflets at the 
annual parades in Northern Ireland on 
12 July. Potter said no, Harrington was 
keen and according to his website, 
10,000 leaflets were distributed over the 
holiday week. 

Both versions of Solidarity claim to 
be “an independent trade union”. How a 
union can be independent when two 
political parties control who is on its 
executive is hard to fathom. 

For the moment it seems that both 
Solidarities must coexist. Searchlight 
contacted the trade union Certification 
Office to ask what happens when two 
factions both claim to be the true 
executive of a registered trade union. 
A spokesperson replied: “Parliament has 
given the Certification Officer a limited 
role in the internal affairs of trade 
unions. As voluntary organisations trade 
unions are left, for the most part, to 
regulate their own affairs via their rule 
books and representative bodies. 

“There may be some disputes, relating 
to ownership of name and property for 
instance, which if they cannot be settled 
amicably by the union might need 
to be referred to the courts for 
determination,” he pointed out, adding, 
“The Certification Officer has been 
made aware of the current position of 
Solidarity and will be contacting it 
shortly to clarify matters.” 

There are, however, some unlawful acts 
that can give rise to a criminal 
prosecution by the Certification Officer 
and, “in specified circumstances the 
Certification Officer can investigate 
the financial affairs of a trade union, 
where he considers he has good cause to 
do so”. 

There might indeed be cause to 
investigate the financial affairs of one side 
or the other. Potter's Solidarity claims 
Harrington “manipulated the funds, via 
transfers, of the union members money” 
and “is claiming members money (via an 


online Paypal account) under false 





pretences of still being an official of this 


union. Both sides are soliciting 
membership fees and donations. 
Potter and Hawke have _ sent 


Solidarity’s annual return and accounts 
to the Certification Office. It seems that 
after some discussion about a £150 loan 
from John Walker, the BNP treasurer, 
they signed the accounts, something 
they had previously refused to do. 

Yet the minutes of their executive 
meeting of 8 July, a date after they sent 
the return to the Certification Office, 
record that, “the President said he was so 
concerned with the state of the accounts 
as presented by Mr Harrington that he 
is considering to take this to the police 
to investigate”. 

Harrington has also produced a set of 
accounts, which likewise show a 
“members loan” of £150. It is interesting 
to note that the total income of 
Solidarity during its first 14 months was 
just £1,105. It costs 45 a month to be a 
member so there has not exactly been 
a rush to join among members of the 
BNP and Third Way. 

Both versions of Solidarity claim 
activity and support, though 
Harrington's seems somewhat more 
successful in this, with the Northern 
Ireland leafleting campaign, representing 
the two BNP teachers in trouble for 
accessing right-wing websites at school. 
Perhaps the apparent success has more to 
do with Harrington engaging a “PR 
company” by the name of “Accentuate”, 
to issue its press releases. It is a strange 
sort of PR company that has no website 
of its own, but no doubt Accentuate 
commended itself to Harrington because 
it is run by Graham Williamson, another 
member of Third Way leadership. 

Meanwhile Potter's Solidarity states 
forlornly: “At this moment in time we 
are not in a position to begin any 
campaigns”. Strangely for a union that 
claims to represent “British workers” 
Potter’s Solidarity boasts the endorse- 
ment of Jana Bednarova, a young Czech 
woman who came to England as an 
au pair and has since worked in a 
succession of jobs in catering and 
hospitality. Her rambling letter 
complains about Britain's “growing 
number of foreigners (particularly Poles 
and Romanians) and _ consequently 
lowering wages” and the fact that they 
“dont speak English”. She sounds 
like perfect BNP recruitment material, 
that is except for her support for “the 
wrong Solidarity”. ~= 


See... 


BNP non-event wastes thousands 




























THE BRITISH NATIONAL PARTY cost taxpayers 
thousands of pounds when it called a demonstration and fF 
did not turn up. 

Richard Barnbrook (pictured), the BNP group leader 
on Barking and Dagenham council, was upset that 
the BNP had not been allowed a stall at the gf 
Dagenham Town Show at Central Park, 
Dagenham on Saturday 14 July. 

The reason for the refusal is that it was a non- 
political event. The BNP was being treated no 
differently from all the other parties. 

What angered Barnbrook particularly is that 
this year’s town show included an event put on by 
Rise, a free anti-racist music festival organised 
by the Mayor of London and sponsored by the 
South East Region of the TUC and the National 
Assembly Against Racism. Their aim, supported 
by Searchlight and the local anti-fascist Together 
groups, was to bring an anti-racist message to the 
borough through a main stage music programme 
and a Rise Against Racism exhibition. 

Barnbrook made an appeal on BNP TV and in the 
media for BNP supporters to go along and protest 
against the perceived ban. 

Barking and Dagenham police, already stretched 
by the normal policing demands of the Town Show, 
drafted in 69 extra officers from west London to 
deal with the BNP. 


protest 
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Give us the money 


The BNP is constantly on the lookout for money-making 
opportunities. There is Great White Records, which tries to cash in on 
the lucrative far-right music scene. The BNP lottery holds regular 
draws with awful prizes. Solidarity, the BNP trade union, aspires to 
setting up a political fund to benefit the BNP. Albion Life was an 
attempt to earn commission for the BNP from selling life insurance 
which rapidly collapsed after Searchlight exposed it. And there has 
been a whole series of dodgy ventures by Nick Griffin, the party leader 
and former bankrupt. 

The latest scheme appears to be Avocado Mortgages. As its name 
suggests, it offers mortgages, a business that normally earns 
commission for its salespersons. It carries out its business through 
David Boulton, a broker registered with the Financial Services 
Authority and the man behind Albion Life. Its website is registered by 
Steve Blake, the BNP’s Bury St Edmonds based website editor, and 
Avocado Mortgages is advertised on another of Blake’s websites, 
Brightahomes. 

Yet the BNP does not appear to promote Avocado Mortgages, indeed 
nobody does apart from the obscure Brightahomes. It looks like the 
BNP is caught between a rock and a hard place. 

If the party promotes it, Searchlight will 
kick it into touch. If the BNP keeps 
quiet, no one will know, 

so it won't make the 

party any money. Nice. 





It seems that Barnbrook then chickened out but 
failed to remove the call for the demonstration 
from the BNP website. He claims he called off his 


Ken Livingstone cancelled an 


appearance at the festival, although a visit by 
Livingstone was never the reason Barnbrook 
had called the demonstration. Perhaps 
Barnbrook had been reminded that, unlike 
its predecessor the National Front, the 
BNP doesnt do street demonstrations. 
Or perhaps he had realised that his event 
clashed with the Solidarity Emergency 
General Meeting in nearby Brentwood, 
which BNP members had been urged to 
attend (see page 10). 

Whatever the reason, the outcome was 
that although Barnbrook appears to have 
told the police that he personally would not 
attend the protest, the police, unsure who else 
might turn up, had to deploy the extra officers 
and police horses anyway. 

On the day, Barnbrook’s national call 
resulted in a grand total of ten supporters, 
eight from the area and two from much 
further afield. No doubt Barnbrook will 
have to answer for his waste of public 
money at the next meeting of Barking and 
Dagenham council. 


Flotsam and jetsam 


THE BNP HAS gota bit hot under the 
collar about Nick Bourne, the 
Conservative leader in the Welsh 
Assembly, who condemned the BNP 
in no uncertain terms in his blog in 
February. After his comments attracted 
more than 180 complaints, largely 
orchestrated by the BNP, he was 
referred to the Welsh Assembly’s 
standards committee. 

When the standards committee 
dismissed the complaints, the BNP’s 
conspiracy theorists went into 
overdrive. It seems the committee 
consisted quite fairly of a member of 
each of the parties represented in the 
Assembly: Conservatives, | Labour, 
Liberal Democrats and Plaid Cymru. 
Somehow the BNP seems to think that 
these representatives of rival parties all 
conspired together to defend “one of 
their own” against a legitimate 
complaint by the BNP. 

As for what Bourne said, readers can 
judge for themselves. His description of 
the BNP was: 

“a nasty, mean, distasteful and grubby 
bunch of sub-human flotsam and 
jetsam who we need to ensure do not 
prosper from the democratic process”. 


Bid to entrap Searc 


was unauthorised’ 


By Gerry Gable 


AN ATTEMPT BY a South African 
intelligence officer to entrap 
Searchlight was not at the behest 
of his country’s security service, 
Searchlight has been told. 

A senior intelligence officer at the 
South African High Commission in 
London contacted us after a long 
period of silence to say that 
Francois Strauss, a career intelligence 
management team member, had 
acted in an unauthorised manner. 

Strauss had approached Searchlight 
with a request for us to train his team 
of officers in a number of operational 
intelligence skills, one of which would 
have contravened British criminal law. 
We were suspicious and sought 
contact with the High Commission's 
intelligence officer. At a meeting 
we handed over a large dossier of 
material on five former pro-apartheid 
terrorists including Arthur Kemp and 
Lambertus “Bep” Nieuwhof, both of 
whom now hold positions of influence 
in the BNP. 

The way Strauss had acted would 
be a serious disciplinary offence in 
any intelligence organisation. As the 
target of Strauss’s operation, we had 
an interest in his fate. However our 
contact at the High Commission 
refused to reveal whether Strauss had 
been suspended or arrested. 

Perhaps no action was_ taken. 
After all, intelligence agencies all 
over the world use the phrase “he 
was acting in an unauthorised 
manner” when they are caught with 
their pants down. 

In the meantime Strauss had 
crossed the Atlantic and approached 
the anti-fascist Southern Poverty Law 
Center (SPLC) with a_ series of 
questions about how they operate. It 
was only after SPLC staff read last 
month's Searchlight that they realised 
what was going on. Fortunately 
they had only given him material 
generally available to the public and 
not revealed anything about their 
intelligence-gathering techniques. 


ell 


Rogue agent Francois Strauss 


Kemp has been making trips to the 
USA and Strauss might have been 
trying to find out how his man was 
faring there. 

Our South African contact was 
somewhat more forthcoming about 
Leonard Veenendaal, the pro-apartheid 
activist wanted for murdering a police 
officer and a UN security guard in 
Namibia, who is now living in 
Cambridgeshire. Veenendaal was also 
one of three men who carried out a raid 
in 1991 on a South African Air Force 
base, where they stole the gun that 
Janusz Walus used to assassinate Chris 
Hani in April 1993. 

Our contact said that Britain had 
asked the South African government 
in 2004 what would happen to 
Veenendaal if he were to be deported 
to South Africa. 

It appears the South African govern- 
ment explained that he would be sent 
to Namibia, where his crimes took 
place, in accordance with the extradi- 
tion papers that the South African 
Minister of Justice signed in 1996. 
When Veenendaal arrived in Britain he 
was being sought by Interpol. 


blight 











Justice for 
Chris Hani 


The UK does not deport anyone toa 
country where they might face the 
death penalty. Neither South Africa 
nor Namibia executes criminals, even 
those who murder police officers. 
So why is he still in Britain? 

It is strange that Peter Hain, who 
promoted himself during his recent 
campaign for the deputy leadership of 
the Labour Party as a hero of the anti- 
apartheid struggle, does not appear 
ever to have raised the issue of the 
presence in Britain of Veenendaal, 
Kemp and Nieuwhof. 

We raised the same issue two 
months ago with Jack Straw, then 
Home Secretary. We are still waiting 
for a response. 

We also made a Freedom of 
Information Act request to the Home 
Office Border and Immigration Agency 
about Veenendaal’s status. Predictably 
its refusal to reveal any information 
read like something out of Catch 22 or 
a novel by Franz Kafka. We intend to 
appeal and will also approach the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

As time goes on the influence of 
Kemp and Nieuwhof in the BNP is 
growing. Lindsey Nieuwhof, Bep’s 
wife, has just joined the executive of 
one version of the BNP’s fake trade 
union, Solidarity. 

Having lost Strauss the people 
engaged in this subversion in South 
Africa’ and Britain changed _ tack. 
Searchlight received what was 
clearly the product of a psycho-ops 
unit in the form of an email about 
another alleged South African hit 
man who it was claimed had been 
operating outside South Africa, 
including in the UK, since the fall of the 
apartheid regime. 

The story included an_ alleged 
link between the hit man and the 
nazi terror group Combat 18. Wrong. 
It also claimed he was wanted by the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission. 
The Commission has no record of him. 
This ham-fisted attempt to scare us off 
has fallen on stony ground. ~ 





The annual Friends of 
John Tyndall memorial 
meeting took place on 
14 July. David Williams 
went along to pay his 
respects to the failed 
Fuhrer of the BNP. 


IT TOOK A WHILE to discover the venue. 
The organisers were tight-lipped. But 
after a few phone calls | tracked it down 
to Moulsoe Millennium Hall, just off the 
M1 near Newport Pagnell. | felt a little 
reticent as | approached, mainly 
because | was running late, but figured 
that | could bluff my way in, or, if push 
came to shove, sprint back to the car as 
fast as my legs could carry me. No need. 
Despite rumours that the event was 
going to be turned over by anti-fascists, 
security was minimal, appearing to 
consist of two thugs in suits. 

On entering, | was confronted by the 
Tyr Services stall run by Ricky Fawcus, 
here on a flying visit from Sweden. 
The National Front also had a stall as 
did the British People’s Party (BPP), run 
by Kevin Watmough and Veronica 
Kavanagh, which groaned under the 
weight of Nazi regalia and pirated 
copies of political documentaries. 


Tyndall’ widow 
ick Griffin a‘pipsqueak’ 





brands 


| decided to save my money for a stiff 
drink afterwards and took my seat to 
await the speeches. 

Much of the audience of around 70 
people was BNP, mainly from its South 
East branches, including John Tyndall's 
closest colleagues Richard Edmonds 
and John Morse, and Derek Beackon, 
the BNP's first local councillor back in 
1993. Others included Bernard 
Franklin and lan Edward representing 
the NF as well as a smattering of BPP 
members. For all the “unity” a number 
of people were muttering darkly 
about Fawcus's financial probity and 
asking where the money raised from 
sales, raffles and drinks actually went. 

Keith “Steptoe” Axon chaired the 
meeting. He has lately thrown in his lot 
with Sharon Ebanks's New Nationalist 
Party (NNP) after being slung out of 
the BNP. Over the next few hours a raft 
of speakers included Pete Williamson 
(BPP), Peter Rushton (England First 
Party and BPP) and Steven Smith (EFP), 
the latter two giving markedly 
antisemitic speeches in particular 
urging support for the imprisoned 
German Holocaust denier Ernst 
Zundel. Also up were lan Edward, Tess 
Culnane (“Independent Nationalist” 
formerly BNP), an Odinist called “Alan” 
and Edmonds (BNP), who seemed not 
to care that every one of his fellow 








speakers belonged to organisations 
the BNP has “proscribed”. 

The tone of the meeting was, as 
expected, decidedly anti-Nick Griffin 
in tone. BPP leader Eddy Morrison was 
unable to attend citing “ill-health” but 
Williamson read out a pithy eulogy 
from him contradicting the “unity” 
stance the party has recently taken 
in its attack on the “grubby people” 
(ie. Nick Griffin) who had expelled 
Tyndall from his own party. 

Of far more interest was the speech 
by Mike Easter, campaign manager for 
the BNP leadership challenger 
Chris Jackson, who himself has 
signalled his intention to build bridges 
with all “nationalist” parties if elected. 
Easter was obviously there to drum 
up support for Jackson among the 
BNP “old guard” paying tribute to their 
late chairman. He pointed out that 
merely by attending such an event 
he could be expelled from the BNP, 
and probably will be after the 
leadership election. 

Easter urged those present to 
remain within the party and use their 
vote on crucial issues. One of his major 
criticisms of Griffin’s leadership of the 
BNP was his failure to retain 
new members. Quite so, | thought, 
as | remembered Martin Walker's 
description of the NF in the 1970s as 
“like a bath with both taps running 
and plughole empty”. 

The centre point of the day 
was undoubtedly the speech by 
Valerie Tyndall, addressing her first 
“nationalist” meeting since her 
husband's death in July 2005. In her 
speech, which received two standing 
ovations, Mrs Tyndall made her disdain 
for that “pipsqueak” Nick Griffin quite 
clear. Like Easter she urged those 
present to stick with the party her late 
husband had founded and to use their 
voting power to steer the party in the 
direction he would have wished. 
Somehow the BPP had managed to 
worm its way into providing an escort 
for Mrs Tyndall as she made the 
journey up from Hove, consisting of 
Williamson and a BPP member called 
“Buster”, both of whom live on the 
South Coast. Lord knows what Tyndall 
would have thought of that. 

The final speaker was Edmonds 
who went out of his way to praise the 
NF and wish it well. He also boasted 
that Searchlight had been unable to 
locate the venue. | was still smiling 
as | walked to my car though, on 
reflection, having wasted a perfectly 
good Sunday afternoon, maybe the 
joke was on me. ~ 








AN ATTEMPT BY V-Punk, a nazi 
punk rock band from Kiel in northern 
Germany, to tour northeast England 
has been prevented by local anti- 
fascists acting in conjunction with 


Tyne and Wear  Anti-Fascist 
Association (TWAFA). 

V-Punk are active in the hardcore nazi 
and extreme-right football hooligan 
scene in Schleswig-Holstein, of which 
Kiel is the capital. The band was formed 
in 1996 by its lead singer Zeljko Topic, 
who has recently been released from 
prison after serving a sentence for 
people trafficking. Topic was a pimp 
in a brothel known as Puff Kiel, where 
police found firearms and hand grenades 
on a raid in July 2001. 

The band’s involvement with nazi 
music dates from 2001 when they 
planned a gig in cooperation with 
Kraftschlag, a notorious nazi skinhead 
band led by the convicted criminal 
Jens Arpe. The event was banned by 
the authorities. 

Despite the setback V-Punk 
continued their close association with 
nazi bands. They contributed a track to 


ut 


An attempt by a German 
neo-Nazi punk band to 
tour England has been 

stopped by anti-fascists 

reports David Williams. 


Caution 


a compilation CD entitled “Club 88” 
which was to serve as a fundraiser for 
Club 88, a notorious bar in 
Neumiinster, then in financial straits. 
The “88” in the name stood for Heil 
Hitler, HH — H being the eighth letter 
of the alphabet. In January 2007, 
V-Punk played in  Ditmarschen, 
Schleswig-Holstein, at a concert 
organised by the National Democratic 
Party (which has close links with the 
British National Party) and the 
local fascist freie Kameradschaft, the 
Ditmarschen National Action Front. 
Outside the nazi music scene in 
Schleswig-Holstein V-Punk are com- 
pletely isolated. The wider punk rock 
milieu refuses to have anything to do 
with the band or its poisonous politics. 
When eagle-eyed local anti-fascists 
learned that V-Punk were to embark on 
a tour, starting on 27 June, of four 
mainstream venues in the North East, in 
Sunderland, Peterlee, Durham and 
Blyth, they swung into action, 
contacting the venues and support bands 
to alert them to V-Punk’s nature. 
The support bands had had no idea of 


V-Punk’s extremist politics. When told, 
they were horrified and threatened to 
pull out of the tour themselves unless 
V-Punk were dropped from the bill. 
The promoters, who had also known 
nothing of V-Punk’s politics, cancelled 
the band’s appearances immediately, 
despite protests from their agent, and also 
closed down their Myspace page which 
they had set up to promote the tour. 
The tour went ahead without V-Punk. 
V-Punk’s own website, however, 
insisted that the tour was still going 
ahead, which led to a flurry of last 
minute calls to venues which confirmed 
that the band would not be playing. 
V-Punk’s website did not post any new 
itinerary and with no information that 
the band had secured new venues, 
Searchlight can only conclude that the 
statement on V-Punk’s website was 
mere bravado designed to hide the 
embarrassing fact that anti-fascists in 
the North East had wrecked the first 
attempt in some years by a German nazi 
band to tour Britain independently 
without the assistance of the Blood and 
Honour network. ~<a, 








Home news - 


Another fine mess... 


There are times when the anti-fascist struggle is 
precisely that - a long, hard haul with little visible 
return. However, there are also those precious 
times when fascist groups turn upon themselves 
and push the self-destruct button. Our job then is 
purely to sit back and admire their handiwork, as 
has happened recently in Bedfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire. Chris Bunting tells the story. 


egional prospects for the 

British National Party were 

looking relatively rosy after 

the May elections. First-time 
candidate Philippa Carter got a cuddle 
from Nick Griffin for her 21% in 
Biggleswade Stratton and NF-convert 
Chris Brennan chipped in with a 
reasonable 16% in Luton. Recruitment 
in neighbouring Hertfordshire was 
bubbling up and with a capacity start- 
up meeting in Aylesbury in June, local 
campaigners could see an arc of activity 
appearing across the three counties of 
Beds, Bucks and Herts. 

As a May newsletter for BNP 
activists said: 

“Beds and Bucks was just one group 
only three years ago. We now have new 
groups in South Bucks (Chilterns), 
Aylesbury and Luton as well as the 
‘mother group’ Beds & Bucks. We now 
seek to establish new self governing 
groups in Milton Keynes, Mid- 
Bedfordshire, South Beds and Bedford.” 

The framework was provided by 
activists in Milton Keynes, led by fund- 
holder (the BNP term for treasurer) 
Steve Sherwood, Barry “Buzz” Taylor 
and Anna Seymour. Between them, 
they ran the Luton BNP website, 
organised leafleting campaigns and 
supported local candidates at the count 
in the May elections. 

In a meeting to plan campaigning in 
Milton Keynes in mid-June local 
activists met the regional organisers 
Roger Robertson and Eddy Butler, who 
rode into town with Emma Colgate, an 
Essex activist. Taylor had whined long 
and hard to local members about 
Sherwood’s aloof attitude and wanted 
to bring his influence in the region to an 
end. He got his way with the 
appointment of Carter as North Beds 
organiser, Blood and Honour wannabe 
Robert Sheddock as Luton fund-holder 





and John Cater, a former member of the 
openly nazi November 9th Society, as 
Luton organiser. 

Sheddock and Cater were seen 
as a winning combination through 
their shared passion for guns and 
ammunition, although Cater was 
rejected as a candidate in May because 
his politics (straight-right-arm variety) 
were considered beyond the pale. 
Sherwood’s favoured candidate for 
Luton organiser, the nazi hypnotist 
Chris Chibnall, took a long lie down 
on the couch as he was sidelined. 
Sherwood’s wife Kay, an activist herself, 
reportedly left the meeting in tears. 

Events then started to take on a life of 
their own. A council by-election was 
called for Whaddon ward in Milton 
Keynes and local BNP activists wanted 
Seymour to stand. Seymour has a 
somewhat eclectic record — with two 
mixed-race children from a relationship 
with an African-American in the 
1980s. She and Taylor have had dealings 
with the BNP, Nationalist Alliance, 
British People’s Party (BPP) and 
lately the England First Party (EFP). 
They specialise in support for Tyr 
Services, a nationalist marketing group 
run by the openly nazi Ricky Fawcus, 
now resident in Sweden. With political 
astuteness, Sherwood baulked at 
fielding Seymour as the candidate. 

Les Andrews, a veteran antisemite 
from nearby Bedford, had received a 
long-service award from Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, 18-months ago, but that 
did not stop him jumping ship to the 
EFP earlier this year. Hearing of 
Seymour’s rejection, he got on the 
hotline to the EFP’s leadership in 
Lancashire. Undeterred by the fact that 
the EFP has only four members in the 
region, elections organiser Simon 
Bennett saw an opportunity for the party 
to break out of its northwest heartland. 





Seymour was adopted as the EFP 
candidate and the entire Milton Keynes 
BNP branch (minus Sherwood and 
without Robertson’s knowledge) swung 
behind the campaign. Taylor seemed 
happy that their distribution of two 
leaflets and cavalcade in a battered Fiat 
Punto was proceeding “under the radar” 
of the local media and anti-fascists. 

However the leaflets, which railed 
against translation costs, an “influx of 
immigrants and asylum seekers” and a 
school that dared to have children 
speaking 32 languages, attracted 
attention. The local contact number for 
the EFP was a mobile belonging to 
Taylor, identical to one on a website that 
lists him as a national “honeybee swarm 
coordinator”. In fact, the website of the 
North Bucks Beekeepers’ Association is 
hosted by Taylor and judging by 
alarmist talk on its pages of bee 
parasites introduced “as a result of 
Global Capitalist exploitation’, he 
appears to be writing a fair bit of the 
content too. 

In the election Seymour gained 8% of 
the votes and contributors on the nazi 
web forum Stormfront purred about the 
way that the UK Independence Party 
was relegated way down the poll. 
The comments became more hostile 
when local anti-fascists informed the 
local press about the candidate’s 
membership of the BNP, her 
involvement with Tyr Services and 
her fulsome praise of the deceased 
John Tyndall, the BNP’s founder, in 
the online book of condolence set up 
by the openly nazi BPP: 

“Sadly i [sic] was only able to meet 
John on two occasions at recent 
meetings here in Milton Keynes, and i 
must say on both occasions i was moved 
by his noble love and patriotism of this 
once great land, which sadly no longer 
belongs to us the indigenous natives.” 





Barry Taylor: his support for the EFP 
got him expelled from the BNP 


Before the wheels came off 


A front page story in the Milton 
Keynes News caught many of the 
characters unawares. Robertson was 
forced to expel Taylor and Seymour 
for campaigning for a “proscribed 
organisation”. Seymour spluttered that 
she had left the BNP “because they 
were too racist”. This sits uneasily with 
the fact that two weeks later she was 
pouring coffee for Richard Edmonds 
and 50 members of the BPP at a 
John ‘Tyndall memorial meeting, 
where Nazi flags and paramilitary 
merchandise were openly on sale. 

The episode has harmed both the EFP 
and the local BNP. The EFP leadership 
is being ridiculed by nationalists for 
failing to check on the credentials of 
its candidate. Two stalwarts of the 
BNP have been expelled and Sherwood 
has apparently left. BNP activists in 
Luton and Biggleswade are now cast 
adrift from the support provided by 
the “mother group” in Milton Keynes. 
And Robertson is being questioned 
about his inability to influence activists 
in the Home Counties. - 

For anti-fascists this represents 
an opportunity to press home our 
advantage. Fortunately, Taylor and 
Seymour, judging by their records, 
have the potential to create many 
more embarrassing local headlines 
in future. | 


BNP clamps down on free speech 


BNP BLOGS HAVE been coming off air in droves 
following a command from the party v4 
leadership. The June BNP organisers’ bulletin 
proclaimed that no “local BNP unit has 
authorisation to claim to have an official 

BNP website or blog” and that no 
permission would be given. Citing “very 

serious legal and political reasons” and 
threatening action under the copyright 

laws, the bulletin, issued by Sadie Graham, 

the BNP’s group development director, 

ordered bloggers to remove the BNP logo 

and “BNP brand name” and make it clear that 

the views published on their sites were only 


those of the author. 


Instead local units are told to send their 
material to the regional news section of the 
official BNP website, as “tiny local blogs have 
next to no beneficial impact” It would be 
unworthy to conclude that this has anything to 
do with the party’s ability to control what is said 
on the official website, especially at a time when 
large numbers of activists are questioning Nick 


Griffin's leadership. 


Strangely the Barking and Dagenham BNP 
website seems immune from the big switch-off. 
Perhaps the site, which is run by Lambertus 
Nieuwhof, the former pro-apartheid school- 
bombing terrorist, is too comatose to pose a 
threat. Only one new item has been posted there 
since last November and the site still does not list 
the party’s local councillors correctly. 
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Corsham man banned 
THE BNP’S CORSHAM town 


councillor has been banned from a 
local pub. A furious Michael 
Simpkins, who took his council seat in 
May after he was the only candidate 
in the election, claimed he had been 
banned for his political beliefs. 

However Mark Foster, the landlord 
of the Hare and Hounds in Pickwick, 
Wiltshire, says it was because of the 
strength of feeling about him. “I felt 
that his presence would stir up a debate 
at the pub and that would unsettle our 
regular customers. We weren't prepared 
to let that happen,” he explained, 
adding that he had not issued a blanket 
ban on the BNP. 

The BNP has::called ~ for - its 
supporters to boycott the pub, which 
inspired Charles Dickens to write the 
Pickwick Papers after a visit there. 

Meanwhile the BNP continues to 
praise Simpkins’s work on the town 
council such as voting in favour of 





parking charges in the town centre in 
order to try “to reduce Corsham’s 
carbon footprint”. 

It seems Simpkins is not keeping up 
with BNP policy. One of the pet 
themes of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, is that the world’s oil reserves 
are on the verge of running out 
whereas, according to an article on the 
BNP website last month, global 
warming is only a “perceived threat” 
and “a potential crisis several decades 
from now at least”. 

But then the BNP’s representatives 
have a long history of difficulty in 
expounding any BNP policy other 
than crude racism. One of the pet 
themes of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, is that when Derek Beackon 
became the BNP’s first local 


councillor in 1993 and was asked in a 
radio interview about the party’s 
housing policy, he spluttered a bit and 
replied “Er, we do have one”. 








Britain our 
commonhome 


new magazine for secondary 

schools is designed to get 

young people thinking about 

Britain as a cohesive community. 
Young Citizen, produced by Searchlight 
Educational Trust (SET) with the support of 
the Cohesion and Faiths Unit of the 
Department for Communities and Local 
Government, focuses on the concept that 
we are all part of today’s Britain, whatever 
our ethnic or faith background. 

Citizenship teaching in schools has been 
criticised for failing to meet its objectives. 
SET believes that over-emphasis on 
“political correctness” may be why it has 
failed to capture the interest of young 
people, who readily spot when the 
“politically correct” version differs from their 
own experiences and views. An important 
feature of Young Citizen is that much of it is 
written by young people themselves. 

Over 20,000 copies of the 12-page 
A3-size magazine have gone to hundreds 
of schools throughout Britain and early 
feedback indicates that youngsters are 
enthusiastic. 

At a launch meeting at the Department 
for Communities in London last month, 
Robert Flello, the MP for Stoke-on-Trent 
South, presented certificates to the four 
winners of a competition to write on the 
theme of “Living in Britain today Who am |? 
What am |?” Their contributions, which 
won them a laptop computer each, appear 
in the magazine. Robert then took the 
youngsters, who came from schools in 
Stoke-on-Trent, Croydon and Redbridge 
in London and Spilsby in Lincolnshire, on 
a short tour of the Houses of Parliament, 
including some interesting areas not 
normally open to the public. ~= 


Rob Flello, MP, presents a 
certificate to one of the 
four prize winners 
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BNPnews — 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 








Another one bites the dust | 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
now has fewer councillors than when it 
went into this year’s local elections, 
following the resignation of one of 
its Epping Forest district councillors. 
Terry Farr threw in the towel on 10 July 
saying he did not have time to do the 
job properly. 

Farr was one of the BNP’s original 
three Epping Forest councillors elected 
in 2004, one in each of three wards in 
Loughton. All three of the two-seat 


wards returned a second BNP 
councillor in 2006. Farr’s seat is up for 
election in May 2008. 


In a statement sent to the Epping 
Forest Guardian Farr showed that, like 
many BNP members, he is living in a 
fantasy world. “I have now reached 
a point in time where I feel I can return 
to party work, which has become 
a necessity as we have now become a 
significant force in British politics, as 
only a total fool would believe that 
the British National Party will not have 
a parliamentary majority within the 
next decade.” 

Farr cited the expansion of his 
business as one of the reasons for his 
decision. Farr runs the Elms Caravan 
and Camping Park at High Beach in 
Epping Forest. It has just 50 pitches, 


with caravans, motorhomes, tents 


and a few cottages for hire, and is Ws ef 


only open from March to 
October. For food, visitors AS 
have to go to the pub next //.\ 
door. It hardly seems to bea /-) 
business that would take up /. 
much of his time. ar 
Nevertheless Farr’s atten- 
dance at council meetings ‘y 
has been patchy. Over the 
past six months he was 
expected to attend a mere 
seven meetings of the full 
council or committees of which 





he is a member, but only managed 
to turn up to four of them. In the 
six months from February to August 
last year, he attended just three of 
the expected ten meetings. He has 
consistently been the worst performer of 
the six BNP Epping councillors. 

Farr first revealed his unsuitability 
as a councillor in 2005 when Epping 
Forest Standards Committee 
suspended him from the council for 
three months for breaching its code of 
conduct. Farr had sent vile racist 
letters to the deputy Prime Minister 
and the head of the Commission for 
Racial Equality. In one of the letters 
he described ethnic minority people as 
the “dregs of the world” who turn the 
areas where they live into 
“cesspits”, “concrete toilets” ; 
and “sweat shops”. ? 

The committee said 
Farr “does not express @ 


Farr gone: ex-councillor 
Terry Farr (right) 































any regret for the content of his letters 
and seems not to have been able to 
grasp that his derogatory references 
to ethnic minorities and his lack 
of awareness of the law and of 
Council policies were demeaning to 
his office and hurtful and discrim- 
inatory to ethnic minority citizens of 
the Council”. 

He refused an offer to reduce his 
period of suspension by undertaking 
training in the application of the code of 
conduct, the council’s policies on equal 
opportunities and the race equality 
scheme, describing the training as 
“institutionally racist”. 

The by-election is expected to be 
held on 30 August, leaving little time to 
campaign. The BNP has not won a 
council by-election anywhere since 
September 2004. A defeat here would 
be a boost to local anti-fascists in 
the run-up to May 2008, when the 

seats that the BNP won in 2004 are 
up for election. It is common talk on 
the council that Tom Richardson is 
also rather fed up with being a 
councillor, despite sitting on 
as few committees as he can 
get away with, and is 
unlikely to stand again. 
Farr in his resignation 
statement said, “I feel 
that the people who 
voted for me deserve 
total commitment.” 
That is not something 
that anyone, anywhere, 
gets from the BNP. 
Farr is the BNP’s second 
council loss since the 
May elections. Days after 
polling day the BNP 
councillors’ group in Stoke- 
on-lrent expelled Mark 
Leat. He now sits as 
an independent. 








Christmas gifts broke rules 


PUNTO) lais: si) lee @el¥ gral ite) ater (@le}s iaiee) 
faelloli=s Wuitn ints sieclalerlcels sier-|ce1 ele 
raiate| relator cole o)diare lieve) al ouniie-atlalce) 
disrepute. But no action will be taken 
Flecilarie well)! @icelaiis Wale) ko e)Kcnicialey 
OlViererarsieliayanvcirelelay sig-lelcelge@elvlaral a 

Cromie was reported to the Board 
tele cicnteliate) 26) aleiccy ja) @laldkiigaris 
fe-lrols ve) elseiielag Eis Biodsaielan 
only months before his wife Lynda 
was elected as a BNP councillor in the 
same ward by a slim majority. Most of 
the pensioners who received the gifts 
Niicincs lo) ereli(ver iMaiey sief-1ce) ui(cre darts 
his actions could be considered an 
“inducement” for votes. 

(@irojaal(cy \uuare (elec) alole lore <icelee-ay 
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SUSPENDED FOR WEBSITE ABUSE 


A BNP COUNCILLOR in Sandwell has been 
suspended for three months for bringing his 
office and the authority into disrepute and for 
misusing council resources. 

The punishment followed an investigation by 
the Standards Board for England into Simon 
Smith’s use of his council web page for party 
political purposes, contrary to the council's rules, 
and to publish material that was “hateful and 
abusive” towards ethnic minority residents. 

Smith was also required to attend training on 
diversity issues. 

The investigation resulted from a complaint by 
the Chief Executive of Sandwell council in July 2006. 
The council had closed down Smith's website the 
previous month, only weeks after he was elected as 
a councillor. A council legal officer told him that as a 
councillor he had a duty to promote equality and 
good race relations, principles that the council 
felt his website had contravened. His site had 
featured statements about“non-indigenous” people 
applying for planning permission from the council, 
with a comment that “there is an arrogant swagger 
about them”. It also had links to antisemitic and US 
white supremacist sites and to a video that claimed 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks were an “inside job’. 

Whether diversity training will help remains to 
be seen. Smith had refused to cooperate with the 
investigation. After his suspension was announced 
he compared the local standards subcommittee 
with a “kangaroo court” and declared that his 
website “expressed concern about the effective 
ethnic cleansing of native white people from 
Sandwell ... | also oppose the continued building 
of 36,000 more households in the borough to 
further facilitate the marginalisation of our race 
that have lived here and in nearby Europe since the 
glaciers of the last ice age receded.” 









































as a goodwill gesture out of his councillor’s 


allowance. 


It was not the first time Cromie’s largesse 
ferlel eelans Vievelsis cagviqiane (Atle als (enue) 
Cicrattela a Mews eles) ofelitac Janzcnialer-\ire) 
allegations, which he denied, that he bought 
votes by giving £100 to pay for a Christmas 
party at a sheltered housing complex. 

Mr and Mrs Cromie are now the BNP’s only 


(aol aval (eo) as 


ey sieclelce)ce| 


after James 


EeWatariectixs <lercialelelerctol tals) icice) als atte! 
represented for three years and failed to 
persuade the voters of a different ward 
to elect him. He had been the last survivor 
of the four BNP councillors elected in 
Bradford in 2004. They are certainly not 
missed. They were all prime examples of 
the BNP’s “do nothing” councillors. 





School governor appointment ‘a disgrace’ 


ANTI-FASCISTS in Stoke- 
on-Irent have condemned 
the appointment of a BNP 
councillor as a school governor. 
Ellie Walker, who was elected a 
councillor in May this year, 
has become a local authority 
governor at  Carmountside 
Primary School. NorSCARF, the 
North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism and Fascism, 
said it was “a disgrace”. 

Governors are responsible for 
ensuring schools are run to 
promote the achievement of all 
pupils. They have a specific duty 
to further equality of 
opportunity and good relations 
between persons of different 
racial groups and are required to 
monitor the school’s diversity 
and inclusion policy. Other BNP 
councillors have been unable or 
unwilling to comply with similar 
race relations obligations as other 
reports in this month's Council 
Watch show. 

Some local authorities allocate 
their school governor positions to 
the political parties in proportion 
to the number of seats they 
hold on the council, a policy that 
gave rise to concern when the 
BNP started gaining councillors. 
Other councils prefer to appoint 
governors who can bring useful 
skills to the task of setting the 
strategic direction of the school, 
monitoring its budget and 





appointing senior staff. 

There have been other BNP 
school governors, mostly parent 
representatives, notably Tony 
North in Devon, whose position 
the BNP often mentions in an 
effort to make him sound 
important, and Pat Richardson, 
the BNP’s group leader on 
Epping Forest council. 

Ms Walker is part of one of four 
family groups among the BNP’s 
48 councillors nationally, the 
others being the Cromies in 
Bradford, the Richardsons in 
Epping Forest and the Doncasters 
in Barking and Dagenham. She is 
one of the six BNP councillors in 
Stoke who last month complained 
to the council that the city’s 
mayor, Mark Meredith, did not 
respect them, 

During this year’s local election 
campaign Meredith, a Labour 
councillor who was elected mayor 
in 2005, told BBC Radio Stoke 
that the BNP would not help 
the city. “I do not think I need 
to work with the BNP and 
a vote for the BNP is a negative 
vote and they will not be able 
to deliver anything positive in 
Stoke-on-Irent,” he said, a view 
that has been proved correct over 
and over again, not only in Stoke. 

The Standards Board for 
England is assessing the com- 
plaint to decide whether it needs 
investigation. 





Gerald Flamberg 


12 December 1922 — 4 July 2007 


Gerry Flamberg, one of 
the founding members 
of the 43 Group, died 
on 4 July aged 84, 
writes David Williams. 


“The tremendous fi, fighting spirit and fine 
example of this man was sibs highest 
importance in 1ts effects on the ops who 
then went in to hand-to-hand fi ghting t in 


the best of spirits as a consequence of it.’ 






These were the words of Pte Gerry 
Flamberg’s commanding officer as he 
recommended Flamberg for the 
Military Medal in 1945. 


The same could very easily be said of 


the high regard he commanded from 
the men he led on a very different 
battlefield, but against the same 
ideological enemy, on the streets of the 
East End as leader of the 43 Group. 

At the final 43 Group reunion dinner, 
several months before his death, it was 
clear that Flamberg, still a physically 
commanding figure even in his eighties, 
retained the enormous influence and 
respect of the men and women he had 
led against Mosley’s failed fascist revival 
some 60 years earlier. 

Born on 15 December 1922, Gerald 


Flamberg was educated at Laureston — 
Elementary School, in Broadstairs, 


Kent. He joined the army in 1942, 
_ serving as a paratrooper in Africa, Italy 

and Arnhem with the 156th Parachute 

Battalion, 1st Airborne Division. 

On 18 September 1944 Flamberg 
and his battalion parachuted into 
the bloody maelstrom of Arnhem, 
Belgium, immediately _ becoming 
embroiled in fierce and continuous 


fighting. The following day his company _ 
delivered. two physically _ punishing . 


attacks on “a strong enemy position’. 


Each © time, however, the 

























triangle. One can only imagine his 
horror when he was confronted instead 
by a German tank “which immediately 
opened up and put a bullet through his 
shoulder”. His company was effectively 
pinned down. 
What followed can be ascertained 
from Flamberg’s citation for bravery, 
which gives a measure of the man: 
“Flamberg crawled back, and 
concealing his distress, cheerfully asked 
and obtained permission to attack the 
tank with a Gammon bomb. He then 
stalked the tank, working up within ten 
yards of it, in great pain with one arm 
useless. He threw the bomb and 
damaged the tank so that it hastily 
withdrew, opening the way for the 
Company to which Flamberg, as 
cheerfully as ever, then returned.” 
Shortly afterwards Flamberg was 








_ taken prisoner and held in Oflag 79 


until his release in April 1945. He was 


_ finally discharged in September 1945. 


For Flamberg there was only a brief 
respite in the transition from world war 
to street war against the resurgence of 
Mosley’s fascists. 

In February 1946 Flamberg, together 


with his friends Len Sherman, Alec. 
Carson and Morris Beckman, were on 


their way for a quiet drink at Jack 


_ Straw’s Castle at the top of Hampstead — 
Heath when they stumbled across a 
hoes speaker, ae Hamm, venting 
? Ww 





Second World War. While listening 


they were approached by an elderly Jew 
Bugele) Pvas(etece! dere cco! eles clare cll 
that had happened, nothing had 
changed. “Sod the drinks. Let’s go!” was 
Flamberg’s response. Before Hamm 
knew what was happening the platform 
had been overturned with the fascists 
scattering in all directions. 

Concern over this re-emergence of 
British fascism spawned the 43 Group, 
a militant anti-fascist organisation, 
comprising Jew and gentile alike, which 
was committed to fighting fascism 
wherever it was found. When one 
potential member advanced the 
argument that direct physical 
confrontation might be “premature”, 
Flamberg’s response was __ suitably 
brusque: “Nonsense — they're bloody 
fascists! It’s our job to take them 
indoors, outdoors, upstairs, downstairs 
and anywhere else we find the bastards. 
Even if no one else goes along, | 
will!” Needless to say, where he led, 
fold atcsucaecod Cony (ora 

Flamberg was elected joint chairman 
alongside Jeffrey Bernard, the group's 
organiser. While Bernard exhibited a 
quiet, understated flair for organisation 
and intelligence-gathering, Flamberg, 
always the catalyst, worked tirelessly as 
its field commander. He led from the 
front. His involvement in countless 
forays against fascist meetings made 
him a high-profile target for the 
fascists. They attempted to firebomb his 
Hackney home and, when this failed, 
they tried and failed to fit him up with a 
charge for attempted murder. 

Throughout 1947 the war on the 
streets intensified, reaching its climax 
that winter. On 17 December 1947 a 
gang of armed fascists tried and failed to 
storm the 43 Group's Bayswater offices. 
Days afterwards, on 22 December, 
John Charles Preen, a leading fascist 
activist, walked into Harrow Police 


Station and alleged that while hewason _ 

_of the weight that should be accorded to 
Preen’s inconsistent and contradictory — 
version of events was aided ee the 


his way home a car had pulled up 


alongside his and one of its passengers _ 


had taken a shot at him. He had given 


chase but had been unable to catch his _ 


founders 
photographer for its newspaper oe 


of te groap and 4 


Guard. Wimborne had served during 


the war with the Merchant Navy, to 


which he had signed on aged just 17. 
Preen failed to pick Flamberg out of the 


same identity parade but later stated 


that Flamberg was the driver after he 
saw him in the charge room. 

Despite having alibis, Flamberg and 
Wimborne were arrested and charged 


with attempted murder based solely on 


Preen’s uncorroborated testimony. The 
magistrate, Ivan Snell, wanted to 
remand the pair in custody for seven 
days but their solicitor Maurice 
Melzack, a member of the group 
himself, successfully argued for their 
release to enable both men to spend 
Christmas with their families. 

The case came again before Snell at 
Bow Street court for committal on 
15 January 1948. Maurice Crump 


_ prosecuted on behalf of the Director of 


Public Prosecutions, while Sir David 
Maxwell-Fyfe KC MP, who had 
prosecuted Hermann Goring for war 
crimes at the Nuremberg Trials, 
defended, assisted by John Platts-Mills 
MP. Sitting in court was Mosley’s 
solicitor J R Lane, keeping a watching 
brief on Preen’s interests. 
Maxwell-Fyfe’s defence was brilliant. 
He utterly discredited Preen’s testimony 
and showed him up for the despicable 
creature he was: an ardent fascist and 
antisemite, a convicted burglar, and a 
man who had no compunction about 


_ lying, a feature highlighted by his later 


imprisonment for fraud. He had been 
interned during the Second World War, 
escaping on 29 April 1941 and 


remaining at large for a month. 


After the war he had founded a number 
of minute fascist organisations in 
west London, whose meetings in 
Elgin Avenue the 43 Group regularly 
disrupted. 

‘Maxwell-Fyfe’s crushing summation 


assailants. He did, however, manage to | 
get a licence plate, for a car that ec 


Flamberg had hired. 


Preen claimed he could not ‘identify : 


the driver, only the 
picked out from | 
a was. a Wimborne, 


_ Attlee,» 


I have come to the conclusion that there 
was enough doubt in Mr Preen’s evidence 
and his method of identification, 
coupled with the fact that when in the 
witness box he made a number of 
statements which I could not believe to 
be true. I feel bound to consider he is 
a witness I cannot believe under oath.” 
And with that he dismissed the case 
against Flamberg and Wimborne. 
Interestingly the police had allowed the 
case to proceed despite being fully aware 
that Preen was “a poor witness’. 

Rather astonishingly Preen never 
faced charges for perjury or attempting 
to pervert the course of justice. During 
the search for a cartridge case at the 
scene of the “crime”, it was conveniently 
Preen himself who found it. Despite an 
intensive search the police were unable 
to find where the shot had landed. 
A few days later, however, a young girl 
found a bullet in a garden adjacent to 
where Preen alleged the shooting had 
taken place. Preen was the landlord of 
the house and while collecting rent had 
asked her father to look for a bullet. 
A police search of the garden some days 
earlier had found nothing and yet 
miraculously here it now was. During 
the trial the ballistics expert confirmed 
that it was the same calibre as the 
cartridge case but that this shot had not 
been fired. Rather it had been pulled 
from the case using a set of pliers. 

The 43 Group covered Flamberg’s 
£2,000 legal bill. Undeterred by fascist 
attempts to deprive him of his liberty 
Flamberg was back leading his 
commandos within two days. 

After the 43 Group disbanded, 
having won the war of attrition against 
the fascists, flamberg went to live in the 
United States. Flamberg’s contribution 
was not only in the field of anti-fascism. 
While a prisoner in Oflag 79 Flamberg, 
together with Captain Phillip “Pip” 
Gardner and Lieutenant-Colonel J W 
Dunhill DSO, helped found the 
Brunswick Boys’ Clubs Movement, 
which aims to give disadvantaged 
children from slums the chance of a 
better life. Following their repatriation 


it was affiliated to the National 


Association of Boys’ Clubs. Clement 
PW lvette iusto Wircce 


oo the ka 


es the “Branawick Club 
girls as well. 








Swedish White Power 
music floods the world 









‘wedish White Power music 
companies have opened up a 
global market for their hate- 
filled products. 

A examination of nazi internal 
documents obtained by Searchligh?’s 
Swedish sister magazine Expo reveals 
that companies such as Ragnarock 
Records, Nordiska Férlaget, Nordvind, 
the National Socialist Front shop and 
Sniper Records are now selling records 
and CDs to more than 20,000 
customers in almost 50 countries from 
Germany to Brazil. In Sweden unlike in 
many other countries in Europe, it is 
not illegal to distribute nazi material, 
the only restriction being a law banning 
incitement against an ethnic group. 

Traditionally, those involved in 
Swedish White Power music have had 
very good links with Germany. It is 
therefore not surprising that a study 
covering ten years found that Germany 
had received the most nazi material 
from Sweden. Other major export 
destinations in Europe were Finland, 
Denmark, France and Switzerland. 
Business in Germany seems to have 
declined recently, largely because of the 
growth of German rightwing music 
labels and companies, which have gone 
some way towards taking over the 
Swedish market. 

At the start of the 1990s, police in 
Germany raided companies and bands 
producing and distributing White 
Power music, such as Skull Records, 
Kraftschlag, Storkraft, Radikahl and 
Oi dramz, resulting in several prosecu- 
tions for incitement to racial hatred. 
In France, which also produced a large 
volume of hate music in the early 1990s, 
the business was similarly curtailed after 
a crackdown by the authorities. 
Repression of nazi music in Germany 
and France left a vacuum that was filled 
mostly by Swedish nazis. 

In 1998, a report by Sweden's 
National Security Service (SAPO) 
stated that Sweden, the US and the 
UK were the main sources of White 
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Power music. According to a report 
from the National Council for Crime 
Prevention a year later, German bands 
had even started to record their music in 
Sweden. Nothing was said about any 
efforts to prevent these activities. 

Outside Europe, the US remains the 
most important market for hate music 
exports from Sweden followed by 
Australia, Brazil, Colombia and 
New Zealand. Swedish companies have 
also done business in Namibia and 
South Africa. 

This trade in hatred has recently started 
attracting attention. The European 
Commission against Racism and 
Intolerance (ECRI), founded by the 
Council of Europe, has officially criticised 
Sweden over it. An ECRI report singles 
out the production and distribution of 
White Power music in Sweden as a 
special problem and urges the Swedish 
authorities to take action against White 
Power music and the nazi White Power 
movement in general. ~= 


Nazi venues too easily available 


By Kenny Hjalte for Expo and Antifa-Netin 1Stockholm 
GIGS AND GATHERING are an essential part of the White Power subculture i in 


- Sweden. Municipal and other public facilities are widespiE es and nazis are 
often able to hire them. 


Astonishingly, more than half of Sweden's municipalities have fare) exelliay 
of denying premises to nazis and very few have a clearly stated policy of 
refusing to let meeting and concert venues to racist and nazi organisations, 
according to a survey by Expo. 

Expo contacted all the country’s 290 municipalities and asked whether they : 
had such a policy. Of the 208 that replied, only 42 confirmed they had a policy 
stating that racist and nazi activities must not be carried out on their 
premises and 166 said they had no policy on this. Out of these, 23 added that 
they are considering the issue. Ten municipalities liaise with other property _ 


_ owners to make sure there are no lettings to racist or nazi groups. 


One of these is Vara council which decided to stop nazis from renting © 


premises in 2003. Jan-Erik Wallin, Vara's municipal commissioner, told Expo - 
_ that they developed this policy be use of nazi activities in the area where 


said Wallin,“to have — 
m conducting their 
, they rent premises _ 

irthday party. - 


to prevent rightwing extremis 
— Pople’ In most cases, h 














Sweden’s nazi shc 


By Maria Blomqvist and Mikael Ekman for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


THE INVESTIGATION by Expo into 
the shady world of Swedish White Power 
music has uncovered some fascinating 
information about the people who are 
buying the merchandise, not least the 
growing involvement of women. 

Nevertheless it is still mostly men 
who attend White Power concerts and 
buy hate music and propaganda on the 
websites of outfits such as the Nordic 
Publishing House (Nordiska Forlaget), 
Nordvind, the National Socialist Front 
(NSF) shop and Sniper Records. For 
example, 78% of people who went to 
concerts arranged by the NSF in 
Travad (before the venue burned 
down) were men. 

Likewise, in 2003 and 2004 men 
constituted 87% of customers of the 
Nordic Publishing House, which the 
Swedish National Security Service 
(SAPO) regards as the most prolific 
White Power music and propaganda 
distributor in Sweden today. 

The people who attend hate music 
concerts in Sweden are usually aged 
barely over 20, whereas those who buy 
the music and propaganda material are 
more likely to be around 25 years old. 
Male aged 20 to 25 also fits SAPO’s 
profile of this segment of the nazi scene 
according to Ahn-Za Hagstrém, a 
SAPO analyst. 

Hagstrém stresses, however, that 
SAPO’s task is to monitor those who 
commit crimes and that going to a nazi 
concert is not necessarily a crime. But 
the fact that the White Power 
consumers are usually young males does 
not surprise her and she adds, “We also 
know that a great part of the 


propaganda focuses on youth, especially 
schoolchildren”. 

Expo's survey demonstrates that the 
number of women attending White 
Power concerts is growing. When the 
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Hammerskins staged a gig in Vasteras 
in January 2007, 28% of the audience 
was female, a much larger proportion 
than at previous concerts. At a concert 
for White Power supporters in 
Munkfors in 2001, for example, only 
18% were women. 

The same is true for customers of 
White Power companies. More than 
95% of purchasers from Ragnarock 
Records between 1995 and 1998 were 
men. Less than ten years later, the 
proportion of male customers at the 
Nordic Publishing House, a company of 
a similar size, was 87%. 

Expo has been able to verify that the 
NSF has more women members, a trend 
confirmed by SAPO, Commented 
Hagstrom: “We can see that the 
proportion of girls in the movement is 
generally increasing and it is my 
impression that they have become more 
visible at demonstrations. We can also 
see that they have become more 
physically active in confrontations.” 
Hagstrom says a group of younger girls 
has been involved in several assaults 
linked to the White Power movement. 

There are some differences in 
merchandising patterns between the 
various nazi traders. At the NSF shop, 


“nsf-Butiken’, nearly half those who 
bought music last year also bought some 
form of propaganda, generally stickers or 
leaflets. That is a larger number than at 
any of the other distributors. Only the 
Nordic Publishing House even comes 
close, with 31% of music customers also 
buying propaganda material. 

Hagstrom believes, however, that the 
NSF figures could have been influenced 
by the fact that there was a general 
election last year. “After the last election 
we could see that the NSF withdrew 
and gave priority to lectures and 


Ragnarock Records is now defunct. 
After the death of the German-Danish 
tatevAlnalcigelatelave|ky-1ai\Vt-lges1 pstal al] iainy40)0)0) 
Eric Blcher sold part of his company 

_ called Segerrunan to Blood and Honour 
Stockholm. Segerrunan is today part of 
Nordvind Records. 


Nordic Publishing House, based in 
Linkoping, was formed by Anders 
Lagerstrom in 2002. Lagerstrom was 
anol eroutamntclaes arly (olela aut ayy4e]0] 0-1 gfe! 
2001 and has also been a member of the 
fascist National Democrats. Today he is a 
i(x-Yol=t aro) mi a\-m\\(o]col(on moll arel-jaio}awi\\olge|(a 
aeloliciallarei utara crlellarenel kidd] ole) ao) i 
White Power music in Sweden, selling 

_ books, music and clothes online. It is 

connected to the Nordic Foundation and 

_ has contacts in Germany. At the 
beginning of 2007 it stocked 526 
Cellagclecialasalert(ondia(acn 


IN felgehatatel t(-raelgeMirelgnarclace)ay ae)| alelfe(-ce| 
_ with the reestablishment of Blood and 
_ Honour Scandinavia in 2005. One of its 
founders was Thomas Olund, leader of 
15) (oforel-fare| mle)areluieiia) sjcoledave)iae) clare) 1a) 
_ associate of the nazi Info-14 network. 
_ Nordvind produces records by bands 
| jixelgn| (ate -Jere| silerere ciaie) mlelates tts 


Valkommen till 


WWW.SNIPER 





yppers 


internal training instead of arranging 
public meetings and other 


demonstrations,” she says. 


Big gatherings and demonstrations 
are, nevertheless, important to the nazi 
movement. If very big concerts have 
become rarer during recent years, 
Hagstrém does not believe that their 
function has changed. She points out 
that they create affinity and fellowship 
and are a forum for establishing 
contacts between organisations and 
individuals who first come across the 
nazi scene on the internet. ~@ 


Stockholm. It also sells clothes, films and 
magazines on its website. The company is 
part of the collaboration between Info-14 
and Dansk Front in Denmark and has 
connections in Germany. At the 
beginning of 2007 Nordvind stocked 297 
different titles. 


National Socialist Front shop is an 
online business run by the NSF which 
sells music, leaflets, clothes and a large 
ralUinn) ofcl acon oXofe) cc Nuitalcylel-lelialaliare joni 
2007 it stocked 481 titles. 


Sniper Records Robert Larsson, a district 
eyelo(<lmelanaren\ slim col aaatcve stall olaigin@e) ce kia 
Gavle in 2002. Sniper Records sells records, 
books, clothes and films. Its profits support 
the NSF. 


Thor Steinar is a German company but it 
has important links with Sweden. 

The official address of the Thor Steinar 
website is the same as that of the Swedish 
Co) aa) ey-lany no) alaacce dali elgg) eyclanaiis 
registered to Udo Sigmund, who was 
caught in a police check together with 
eight German nazis on 30 July 2005. 

Bi areyesicciiarie ecole tleles-)a~-|kve) fee) [a)--) 
Evaleje) celui aciie(a\sjxocel aaleliaaliaelal e)'idais1 ar-lac ns 
core nazi Swedish Resistance Movement. 
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: | Constitutional reform 
callleads to political deadlock 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS 


in Brussels explains 


THE RESULTS OF the federal 
elections on 10 June 2007 have 
plunged Belgium into near 
political paralysis. This is largely 
attributable to the immense dif- 
ferences between Flanders, where 
75% of the electorate voted for 
the right or extreme right, and the 
French-speaking parts of Belgium, 
where the left and the right have 
similar support and the far right 
is insignificant. 

The growing demands of the 
Flemish right-wing parties for a 
drastic overhaul of the Belgian state 
and more autonomy for the three 
federal regions of Flanders, Wallonia 
and Brussels conflict with the wishes 
and expectations of most politicians 
in Brussels and Wallonia. 

So far the Socialist Party, still very 
powerful among French speakers 
despite its poor election results, has 
rejected almost every reform that 
the Flemish right has demanded. 
This puts the right-wing victors, who 
were elected on a reform platform, 
in a difficult position because they 
need a two-thirds majority in the 
federal chamber (the lower house 
of parliament) to bring about 
constitutional change. 

Barely a day after the elections, the 
Flemish Socialist Party, which 
performed very badly and lost nine 
MPs, announced that it would not 
play a role in federal government for 
the next four years. This move has 
considerably reduced the chances of 
forming a new federal government 
and increased the likelihood of 
a coalition between the Christian 
Democrat and Liberal Democrat 
parties on both sides of the linguistic 
divide. So far, however, nothing has 
been decided and it is unlikely that a 
quick solution will emerge. 

Thankfully, the Belgian far-right 
parties hardly play a role in this 
process. During the past two 
decades, the spectacular progress of 
the far right guaranteed it a role in 
the political manoeuvres that 
invariably follow Belgian elections, 
but today the media and political 
world pay little attention to the 


Vlaams Belang (Flemish Interest). 
This is all the more remarkable as 
reform of the Belgian state is one of 
the VB’s two core policies, the other 
being hostility towards immigrants. 

A week after the elections, the VB 
celebrity Gerolf Annemans declared 
that his party had missed an 
historical opportunity by not giving 
the right-wing populist Jean-Marie 
Dedecker a place in the party. 
Dedecker, a former Flemish Liberal 
Democrat party (VLD) Member of 
Parliament, entered the elections 
with his own newly created 
Lijst Dedecker and won five seats. 
Frank Vanhecke, the VB's president, 
and Marie-Rose Morel, one of the 
party's leading MPs, had rejected 
any alliance with Dedecker, a 
decision that left the VB in a weaker 
position after it emerged from the 
elections with the loss of one 
federal chamber seat. 

Taking advantage of his success, 
Dedecker is now trying to turn his 
electoral list into a proper political 
party. Surveys indicate that a 
significant section of the vote for the 
loudmouth populist politician came 
from people who have previously 
supported the VB. The MPs in the 
Dedecker fold all have a political 
history in either the VB or the VLD. 

The main problem for the VB is not 
so much the loss of an MP but the 
fact that the party no longer sets the 
agenda, either in the political world 
or in the media. It has lost its “Robin 
Hood” aura to Dedecker and is more 
isolated than ever before. 

Even Vanhecke admitted recently 
that the cordon sanitaire - by which 
the political mainstream rejects 
all cooperation with the party — is a 
real burden and a serious threat 
to his party now that even the 
most uninformed have started to 
realise that a vote for the VB is a 
wasted one. 

It will be interesting to see how 
the VB will cope with this new 
situation. The party’s hardliners are 
already making their presence felt 
with pleas for a new, sharper and 
more aggressive profile. ~~ 











From Johannes Jakobsson for Expo and 


Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


POLICE SEALED OFF parts of the centre 
of Stockholm to prevent clashes 
between _ anti-fascists and nazi 
demonstrators on 7 July. Around 140 
people took part in a march organised 
by the National Socialist Front (NSF) to 
demand the release of Ernst Ztndel, 
the veteran Holocaust denier currently 
serving a five-year prison sentence 
in Germany. 

Apart from Swedish nazi activists, who 
were mainly members and supporters 
of the NSF and the /nfo-74 network, the 
demonstrators also included members 
of the German Nordisches Hilfswerk 
(NH), the Danish Nationalsocialistiske 
Beveegelse (DNSB) and the Russian 
National Unity group. 

After police dispersed a group 
of anti-fascists blocking the demon- 
stration’s planned route, the nazis 
marched to the German Embassy 
where they handed in a_ letter 
protesting at Ziindel’s imprisonment. 
In the pouring rain, many of the nazis 
used their placards, showing Ziindel’s 
face, as makeshift umbrellas as they 














waited for the 
speeches to start. 

First to speak was 
Daniel Hoglund of 
the NSF, followed by 
Torben Have of the 
DNSB and_ Stephan 
Gunther from the NH. 
All three droned on 
about the supposed 
Zionist domination of the 
media and parroted the 
bizarre claim that European { 
democracies are facades 
erected by the Jews to conceal 
their true motives. According to 
Have, a successful campaign by the so- 
called Jewish media was the 
slandering of the Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein who, he said, had 
been “a really nice man”. 

Since his imprisonment, ZUndel has 
been a martyr for the European nazi 
movement. He was already notorious 
in the 1970s when he lived in Canada 
and spread racist and antisemitic prop- 
aganda_—_ through 








a 
ANGSLAD (9 AR} 


on art qn ih it Foner 


Finesian! 9 AR 


his  Samisdat 


Torben Have of the DNSB (front), 
Stephan Giinther of the 

NH (right) and Daniel Hoglund 
of the NSF addressed the 
drenched nazis 

Picture: Expo 


Publications company. 
During the 1980s and 
1990s, he was involved in 
several high profile trials, 
using his media exposure 
to spread his nonsensical 
views on the Holocaust. 
In 2005, the Canadians 

finally deported him to Germany 
where he was tried and convicted, 
and in February this year he was 
given Germany’s maximum penalty for 
crimes including spreading hate propa- 
ganda and defaming the memory of 
those who died in the Holocaust. 

The NSF’s demonstration was the 
culmination of its campaign for “free 
speech’ in which it has protested at the 
trials of internationally known nazis 
and its own criminal members. ~— 





’ Nazishop attracts 
Saiaorete protests 


Andreas Speit and Christian Dornbusch report from 
Rostock for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


IN THEIR LATEST attempt to 
spread hate, nazis have set up shop 
in Rostock’s university district which 
is home to thousands of students. 
The shop, which opened on the 15 
June, is not the first, or only, one in 
Germany but is significant because it is 
a consequence of the arrival of the nazi 
National Democrats (NPD) in the 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern _ regional 
parliament in nearby Schwerin. 

Called East Coast Corner (ECC), 
the business was formally opened by 
Torben Klebe. Before Blood and 
Honours German Division was 
banned in 2000 because of its nazism, 
Klebe was responsible for its contacts 
with nazis in Scandinavia. After the 
ban, his role was to organise White 
Power concerts in northern Germany 
assisted by Thorsten de Vries, another 
long-time nazi from Hamburg. Also at 
the opening ceremony was Birger 
Liissow, a member of the NPD group 
in the regional parliament. 

The shop sells typical nazi-style 
clothing under the slogan “Out of the 
movement — for the movement”. It is 
not popular with local people, who are 
aware that ethnic minority students at 
the university are _ increasingly 
concerned about the nazis. Top nazis, in 
contrast, are treating it as a kind of 
Mecca. Since it opened with the full 
backing of the NPD parliamentary 
group, Udo Pastérs, the  party’s 
chairman in Mecklenburg-Vorpom- 
mern, has paid an official visit and Peter 
Marx, the manager of NPD 





parliamentary group, staged a protest 
picket outside the building after some 
windows were broken. 

Because of the damage, the NPD 
organised a demonstration on 30 June 
in Rostock against “left violence” but 
was opposed by a local alliance whose 
demonstration and street party 
attracted 2,000 anti-fascists. 

About 60 anti-fascists making their 
way by train to the demonstration 
against the shop were attacked by a 
100-strong nazi mob, including three 
NPD regional MPs. “T thought that was 
it,” said a 20-year-old man at Rostock 
station. A 19-year-old woman told 
reporters that the nazis “dragged people 
by their hair and beat them” 

In Rostock, police rejected claims 
that anti-fascists had been injured in the 
nazi train rampage but later admitted 
that they had withheld details because 
they did not want the situation to 
escalate. Stefan Koster, a nazi who was 
who was on the train during the attack, 
excused the thuggery of his friends as 
“self-defence”. 

The nazis’ attack may well have 
backfired, because local people were 
shocked both by its ferocity and by the 
attitude of the police. Meanwhile, 
the NPD organised another demon- 
stration in support of the shop on 7 July 
in which about 300 members of the 
NPD and activists of the so-called 
Freie  Kameradschaften marched 
through Rostock. More than 1,000 
people demonstrated in opposition, 
this time without incident. ~= 


Rostock nazis 
guard shop 





Nazi rally resisted 
in Frankfurt 


From Michael Klein 


Nazis promoted their “anti- 
globalisation’ agenda in Frankfurt am 
Main, Germany's commercial capital, 
against a much larger number of anti- 
fascist protesters. The rally on 7 July by 
the National Democrats (NPD), in 
cooperation with smaller nazi groups, 
ended a campaign in which the 
extreme right has tried to present itself 
as the protector of the lower classes 
against capitalism. It followed marches 
on 1 May and demonstrations against 
the G8 summit in early June. 

With its main slogans “Work Not 
Dividends" and “Racial Community Not 
Globalisation’, the NPD, as usual, 
presented a nationalist and antisemitic 
explanation to Germany's economic 
and social problems. Because the NPD 
started to mobilise months ago for its 
foray into Frankfurt, anti-fascists were 
well prepared. Although half-hearted 
attempts by city officials to ban the nazi 
march failed in court, around 5,000 
protesters were out in the streets, many 
trying to stop the nazis by occupying 
the railway and blocking the trains 
ferrying nazis to Frankfurt. By the 
scheduled starting time of the NPD rally 
only a handful of supporters had 
arrived, 

Eventually, 600 fascists made their 
way to Frankfurt, well below the 1,500 
forecast by Marcel Wall, the regional 
NPD leader, but as on previous 
occasions heavy policing — 8,000 
officers and several water cannon 
were deployed — made it possible for 
the nazis to trundle through the city. 

Dieter Graumann, spokesperson for 
the Central Council of Jews in Germany, 
called for the NPD to be banned. 
“Otherwise”, he warned, “the signal will 
be that the NPD’s existence is 
guaranteed” The head of the Social 
Democrats in the federal parliament, 
Peter Struck, echoed this demand. 
However, such a move needs to be 
better prepared than the first attempt 
in 2003 which ended in fiasco, thrown 
out by the Constitutional Court 
because of the number of NPD activists 
who had been on the payroll of the 
state, leaving the court unable to 
decide which particular racist or 
antisemitic statements in the NPD's 
publications or documents had been 
made by state informers. ~= 











By Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Netin 
Amsterdam 


FIVE YEARS AGO, the charismatic, 
flamboyant and openly gay politician 
Pim Fortuyn was gunned down just a 
few days before general elections in the 
Netherlands. The untimely demise of 
the anti-immigrant right-wing populist 
left his party, the List Pim Fortuyn 
(LPF), to pick up the torch and continue 
to campaign on his racist agenda. 

Whatever one thinks of the so-called 
Fortuynistas, there is no doubt that they 
have, during their short and turbulent 
existence, rewritten contemporary 
Dutch history. Now their era has come 
to an end, in its present form at least. 

In May the LPF closed the doors of 
its headquarters for the last time, a 
consequence of the fact that last year it 
lost all its parliamentary seats and 
therefore its state funding. 


On 29 May, the LPF lost its one 
remaining seat in the Senate. All it has left 
now are a few local councillors in The 
Hague, Eindhoven, Westland, Spijkenisse 
and Duiven and an alderman in 
Westland. These councillors will remain 
in place until the next local elections in 


(left) Michiel Smit, leader of Nieuw Rechts, 
one of the parties hoping to pick up the 
LPF's racist vote 


(below) Hilbrand Nawijn at the Pim Fortuyn 
commemoration in Rotterdam 
Pictures: Kafka 

















Nazi Ben van der Kooi (right) attended the 
commemoration with a banner reading 
“Theo and Pim have been silenced. When is 
it your turn?” Film maker Theo van Gogh was 
murdered in 2004 

Picture: Kafka 


2010 but there is considerable doubt 
whether the party will still exist then. 

A decision about the LPF’s future is 
due to be made at the end of July at a 
conference of the partys 1,200 
members. Meanwhile, the party’s office 
and ideological bureau have relocated to 
the home of the LPF chairman Bert 
Snel. This office is still receiving a state 
subsidy of €227,000 (£155,000). 

The LPF has scant prospects. 
Its parlous state was already apparent in 
the last provincial elections. All kinds 
of defunct and semi-defunct parties 
resurrected themselves to field 
candidates. Nederland ‘Transparant, 
Partij voor Nederland, EénNL and the 
LPF itself — its name changed to List 
Five Fortuyn in a bid to get rid of the 
negative baggage — all failed. 

Fortuyn’s legacy is shattered and his 
ideas, or presumed ideas, have been 
adopted by small groups without any 
political responsibility. The right-wing 
libertarian Fortuyn set the debate 
about the multicultural society afire. 
His followers merely promote 
repression. They declare freedom of 
speech sacrosanct, but have turned it 
into a synonym for insults and racism. 


Guns trial opens 


From Jeroen Bosch for 
Alert! and Antifa-Net 
in Utrecht 


THE FIRST HEARING in the case against a 
member of Combat 18 and the Racial 
Volunteer Force took place at the end of 
June. Arris de Bruin was arrested in March 
and charged with the illegal possession 
of several guns, ammunition, bullet-proof 
vests and homemade nail bombs. 

From. the initial proceedings it 
appears that the public prosecutor has 
no idea that the case involves the 
activities of an extreme right-wing 
organisation. The prosecution also 
seems not to have investigated the 
political background or membership of 
Maarten van Mil, who is alleged to have 
sold the guns to de Bruin, and a soldier 
who is alleged to have supplied the 
bullet-proof vests. 






According to a poll 
more than 25% of Dutch voters 
would still have voted for Fortuyn had 
he been alive. Of greater concern is that 
almost 40% of them think that Geert 
Wilders and his Freedom Party now 
best represent Fortuyn’s legacy. 

Around 200 people attended a 
commemoration of Fortuyn in 
Rotterdam on 6 May. At the meeting, 
held around Fortuyn’s statue, Ronald 
Sorensen, leader of  Leefbaar 
Rotterdam, and the former LPF 
minister Hilbrand Nawijn read poems 
people had sent in about Fortuyn. 
After a minute’s silence at six minutes 
past six, the time of Fortuyn’s murder, 
the crowd shouted “Long live Pim!” 
According to Sorensen fewer and fewer 
people are attending and this year’s will 
be the last commemoration of this kind 
organised by Leefbaar Rotterdam. 

Fortuyn was also commemorated in 
Hilversum where a tour bus full of 
hardcore Fortuyn fans laid wreaths in 
the morning and planned to go on to 
demonstrate outside the prison in The 
Hague that houses their hero’s murderer 
Volkert van der Graaf. 

Slogans on their placards read 





In court, de Bruin’s lawyer complained 
that his client had lost his job and could 
no longer pay his mortgage. However 
the public prosecutor pointed out that 
de Bruin was financially supported by 
Combat 18, so this was not a concern. 
The judge has ruled that de Bruin must 
remain in custody because of the risk of 
further offences. The nazi Dutch People's 
Union (NVU) is collecting money for de 
Bruin despite its official statement that 
he was not a member of the party. 
Money collected at a recent fascist 
demonstration in Oss has reportedly 
already been passed to him. 


“Volkert, you want to come 
outside and play?” and 
“Wanted: gunman for 
hire”. However, by the 
time they had they left 
the cemetery in Driehuis, where 
Fortuyn’s body was buried before being 
moved to Provesano, Italy, they did not 
have enough time to go to The Hague 
and also make it to the commemoration 
in Rotterdam. 

One of Fortuyn’s former bodyguards, 
Christian Boom, demanded that the 
murder investigation be reopened 
because he wanted to challenge the 
conclusion that the murder could not 
have been avoided. He particularly 
wants to know whether the former 
Internal Affairs Minister Klaas de Vries, 
the former Justice Minister Benk 
Korthals and the former Prime Minister 
Wim Kok can be held responsible for 
not taking the necessary measures to 
protect Fortuyn. Fortuyn’s brother, 
Marten, filed a complaint against the 
former ministers at the beginning of 
June, but the court responded that it had 
no jurisdiction to prosecute. ~<a 
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Meanwhile, the Internal Affairs and 
Justice Minister faced questions from 
MPs about Blood and Honour and 
revealed that the Dutch government is 
not monitoring the number of visitors 
to rightwing websites; there is no 
concrete evidence from these 
organisations that violence is being 
incited or prepared, and there is 
insufficient evidence to support a ban 
on Blood and Honour in the 
Netherlands. As always, it is left to anti- 
fascists to expose the danger of 
rightwing extremist organisations and 
campaign against them. ~<a 


FOUR YOUNG MEN have been convicted 
of the racist murder of a Congolese man who 
was stabbed to death in St Petersburg in 
September 2005. 

The trial, in which the verdict was announced 
on 19 June, was the second faced by the group of 
right-wing extremists for the murder of Roland 
Epassak. On 25 July 2006, a jury acquitted all 
four suspects of the charges and they were 
released but the verdict was set aside on an 
appeal by the prosecution. The four have now 
been convicted of murder with a racist motive 
and sentenced to terms of between seven and 14 
years’ in prison. 

In Moscow, three skinheads linked to the nazi 
Slavic Union were convicted of premeditated 
hooliganism, bodily harm and assault in 
connection with an attack on two anti-fascists. 


International 
roundup 


RIGHT-WING EXTREMISM is increasing in 
Slovakia. In the past year, several racial incidents 
have occurred in the country, where wearing 
extremist symbols is a criminal offence, at least 
on paper. 

One of the worst was in March when a gang of 
nazis attacked a group of Spanish and Mexican 
students, who afterwards said this was not their 
first violent encounter with xenophobia. A few 
days later, a 30-year-old Nigerian was attacked 
by men who called him racist names. When he 
sought help from the police, they told him to 
“shut up” as he was “not in Africa”. 

The Slovak police registered 188 racially 
motivated attacks in 2006, which is 67 more than 
in 2005. These numbers are undoubtedly 
understated as many of the victims do not report 
attacks to the police. Daniel Milo, head of the 
People Against Racism group in Bratislava, says 
that even though “these were well documented 
and publicised attacks, similar attacks on other 
groups are quite widespread and on the increase.” 














SPAIN: Nazi war criminal’s bolthole found 


FREDRIK JENSEN, a Norwegian 
Nazi who served in the SS and was 
awarded the Gold Cross by Hitler, 
has been found living in luxury 
on Spain's Costa del Sol with 4 
his wife Karin. ; 
Jensen (pictured), now 
aged 93, belonged to a 
number of SS units during 
the Second World War, 
including the SS  Panzer- 
Grenadier Regiment Der 
Fiihrer, the SS Panzer 
Division Das Reich and 
the SS Panzer Division 










After 


ten years for 


Wiking. He was one of the few 
foreigners to receive the highest 
decoration granted by Hitler to SS 
troops, the Gold Medal. 
the war, Jensen 
spent time in an American 
military hospital and then 
was jailed in Norway for 
: fighting 
for the Nazis. After his 
release, Jensen moved to 
Sweden to start an in- 
dustrial machinery firm. 
He was classed as a war 
criminal and in 1994 was 


RUSSIA: Courts convict far-right extremists 


Alexander Ryukhin was stabbed to death and 
Igor Tomsky survived. The extremists were 
sentenced to up to six years’ imprisonment but 
none of them was convicted of Ryukhin’s 
murder. Police are still looking for three other 
nazis for that crime. 

Also on 19 June, Russia’s Supreme Court 
upheld the convictions of Mikhail Klevachov 
and Vladimir Vlasov for a terrorist attack on the 
Grozny-Moscow train in June 2005. The trial 
had been their second. The first jury had 
acquitted the rightwing activists on all charges 
but the verdict was later set aside. On 10 April, a 
second jury found them guilty of attempted 
murder with motives of ethnic hatred, terrorism 
and illegal purchase and possession of 
explosives. They were jailed for 20 and 22 years 
respectively. 


SLOVAKIA: Rise in racist attacks 


The main targets of Slovak xenophobia remain 
the Roma minority, who represent between two 
and five per cent of the population. “They are the 
group most discriminated against, and the 
attitude of the majority is mostly negative 
towards them,” said Milo. The Slovak Interior 
Ministry claims to be monitoring right-wing 
extremist activity at concerts, soccer matches and 
protest marches. 

Meanwhile, far-right extremists have grown in 
sophistication, developing links to the 
underworld, and becoming more radical. 
The extremists are making profits from organis- 
ing concerts and selling music, merchandise and 
clothing from far-right brands. Milo says that 
the government has so far only paid lip-service to 
the fight against extremism. “It is mentioned in 
government declarations, but so far no single 
step has been taken,” he explains. “There is no 
real response, no methodology, no proactive 
approach by the police, and there is even a 
reduction in preventive action.” 


deported to the United States for his 
war crimes but then disappeared. 

It now turns out that he and his wife 
had absconded to a corner of Marbella 
popular with wealthy retirees from 
Norway, Sweden, Denmark and 
Germany. Investigators found him 
while hunting a much bigger fish, 
Aribert Heim, who is said to have 
murdered 500 people, many of 
them Spanish Republicans, in 
the Mauthausen concentration camp. 
Heim subjected live prisoners to so- 
called medical experiments. Wanted 
for his crimes, he disappeared in 1962. 





lin post-election i 


From Taz for Reflexes and Antifa-Net in Paris 


VOTERS IN this year's presidential and 
parliamentary elections delivered a 
drubbing for Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
extreme-right Front National. Some 
media pundits have announced the 
death of the party that has stamped its 
presence on French politics for the 
past two decades, but this is not the 
first time the party's demise has been 
predicted. In 1999, for example, the 
acrimonious split with Bruno Mégret 
also led to enthusiastic forecasts of the 
end of the FN. 

The FN certainly faces problems. It is 
in a financial mess, set to lose more 
than half its state subsidy over the 
next five years. It also has to pay back 
up to €4.5 million (£3 million) of 
campaign costs as the state only 
reimburses candidates who score 
above five per cent. Forty of its 
headquarters staff face redundancy. 

It has also been considerably 
weakened electorally. The new 
President, Nicolas Sarkozy, stole parts 
of the FN’s programme and since the 
elections has even held talks with the 
FN’s 79-year-old leader at the Elysée 
Palace. Some of Sarkozy's policies and 
speeches on immigration and law and 
order echoed the FN’s line and 
sometimes went even further. 

In the past, the FN would have 
upped the stakes to outbid its 
conservative rivals. This time, however, 
it claimed that Sarkozy’s programme 
was exactly what the FN had been 
proposing for 30 years and that it was 
better to vote for the real thing. 

This strategy boomeranged badly. 
The FN lost its protest vote mantle and 
many of its supporters defected to the 


conservative Union for a Popular 
Movement (UMP) in the belief that 
Sarkozy would carry out the FN’s 
programme. 

Another factor was the nepotistic 
elevation of Le Pen’s daughter, 
Marine, to high party office. This move 
irritated party activists and 
longstanding supporters. Activists 
feel that Le Pen’s refusal to hold public 
rallies shows that he is losing his 
touch and making the FN look just like 
the other parties rather than an 
opponent of “the system”. 

So what is the future for the FN? 
There is little likelihood that it will 
move in a more radical direction in the 
next two or three years. For the time 
being, Le Pen and his daughter will 
continue to hold the fort. There may 
even be more reverses. It is not 
inconceivable that some activists in 
the south of France might jump ship 
to the UMP shortly before the 2008 
municipal elections. 

In 1995, Jacques Peyrat, a personal 
friend of Le Pen and an FN member, 
was given the opportunity of being 
elected mayor of Nice. Faced with Le 
Pen’s refusal to get along with the 
UMP’s predecessor party, Rally for the 
Republic (RPR), Peyrat left the FN and 
presented himself as an  RPR- 
supported candidate. He has been the 
mayor of Nice ever since and is now a 
UMP member. Other FN activists could 
well follow his example. 

If Marine Le Pen takes over as party 
leader after the death or retirement 
of her father, numerous activists 
and organisers would probably 
leave and turn towards more hardline 





nationalist groups. That might prompt 
a realignment of the far right that 
would pull together members of 
Mégret’s National Republican Move- 
ment, the Populist Party, old FN 
activists and supporters of Bloc 
Identitaire in a new _ formation. 
However such a far-right mob, lacking 
a charismatic leader, would have little 
chance of success outside the 
nationalist sphere. 

Marine would then be able to adopt 
a much less aggressive political line 
than the FN had in the 1980s and 
1990s, and perhaps enter into some 
electoral agreements with the UMP. 
Such agreements could then give the 
FN some MPs again, even with less 
than 10% of the vote, and turn the 
party effectively into the right wing 
of the UMP, though very much on 
the sidelines. 

Bruno Gollnisch, Le Pen’s erstwhile 
number two, and his allies currently 
control the party apparatus. A con- 
victed Holocaust denier, Gollnisch is no 
fan of Marine. If he is to retain his grip 
on the FN machine, he will have to 
recruit heavily from even further on the 
right. To some extent, this has already 
happened in Lyon, where the fascist 
Jeune Nation (the youth section of 
CEuvre Frangaise) has left its political 
fingerprints on the FN. It is interesting 
to note that Gollnisch’s security is no 
longer provided by the FN’s own DPS 
strong-arm squad, but by members of 
Jeune Nation. At a national level, 
however, the FN’s political programme 
will have to become much more radical 
for Gollnisch and his allies to demarcate 
themselves from the UMP. ~ 
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Fascists escape after armed 


attack on harmony concert 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ARMED WITH KNIVES, iron bars 
and petards, a group of about 50 fascists 
attacked the crowds at a rock concert in 
Rome causing mayhem and injuring 
several people. Two were taken to 
hospital with deep cuts and broken 
bones. “It’s the first time in 30 years that 
we see this type of action in the middle 
of a public event,” said Silvio di Francia, 
a Rome town councillor. 

Thirty years ago Italy was in the grip 
of terrorist gangs that were threatening 
to destabilise the whole country. The far 
left with its the Red Brigades and the 
far right with its nazi-fascist cells 
working in close contact with the 
clandestine “Stay-Behind” (Gladio) 
network were doing battle leaving a trail 
of death and destruction. 

The attack at Villa Ada in June may 
not rank as serious as the bloody events 
of the “years of lead”, but the alarm is 
fully justified because it replicated the 
tactics of the violent punitive 
expeditions of the Mussolini regime. 
It was a racist attack launched against a 
crowd of about 1,500 people, which 
included parents with children. And the 
target was an event to promote harmony 
in a multiracial society. 

Villa Ada is an open-air venue that in 
the summer months holds concerts 
sponsored by the municipality. 
The antiracist event on 28 June was 
entitled Roma incontra il mondo (Rome 
meets the world) and was organised by 
ARCI, a leftwing cultural association. 
The key attraction was a punk ska rock 
band called Banda Bassotti, well known 
for its antifascist gigs. 

It was past midnight and the concert 
had just ended when about 50 people 
with their faces hidden behind crash 
helmets and wearing gloves approached 
the enclosure, which is surrounded by an 
iron net. They aimed their weapons at 
people on their way to the exit. “I was 
with my girlfriend heading towards 
the exit when we saw these thugs 
brandishing weapons coming towards 
us,” said one of the injured. “They rained 
blows on both of us and when we fell to 
the ground they began to kick our heads”. 





Punk ska rock band Banda Bassotti 


Chaos erupted when explosions were 
heard near the stage area. They were 
harmless petards, but clearly intended 
to cause panic. The attackers were 
shouting fascist slogans and crying out 
“Mussolini! Mussolini”. 

Police and ambulances arrived. A man 
was bleeding profusely with seven knife 
wounds and another had severe injuries 
to the head. Before arrests could be 
made the attackers fled into the night 
across the park or towards the nearby 
Piazza Vescovio, home of the Rome 
headquarters of the fascist Forza 
Nuova. 

Newspaper reports the next day 
indicated FN as the most likely 
organiser of the ambush. Roberto Fiore, 
the FN leader, rejected the accusation 
and police have yet to complete their 
enquiries. Over the past few years the 
whole district around Piazza Vescovio, 
called the “Trieste quarter”, is said to 
have come under the influence of FN. 
Fascist graffiti and swastikas often 
appear on walls. 

Last month a number _ of 
organisations including ARCI and 
ANPI, the association of partigiani who 
fought in the Resistance during the 
Second World War, held a march to 
denounce the fascist thugs who laid 
siege to the Villa Ada. About 5,000 
people started off from the spot where 
the attack took place. Their intention 
was to reach Piazza Vescovio to deliver a 
clear message to FN but police 
prevented access to the square to avoid 
clashes with 100 fascists who had 
gathered to guard the FN offices. 

Walter Veltroni, the Mayor of Rome, 
who in a few months will become the 
leader of the Partito Democratico, 
the new grouping that will represent 
the Italian centre-left, strongly 
condemned the fascist incursion. 
“We have witnessed an incident that 
is unprecedented in its gravity”, he 
said. “Someone clearly intends to return 
the country to a climate of violence 
and blood”. 

But not everyone was convinced by 
his words. A former Communist, 








Veltroni has been accused of setting a 


bad example with his policy of 
appeasing the capital’s fascists. He has 
presided over ceremonies at which 
tributes were paid to neofascists killed 
during the “years of lead” and on one 
occasion he found himself in a room 
with Fiore. 

He has also been criticised for 
enabling a number of fascist centres in 
Rome to pursue their activities, some 
involving violence. This kind of 
approach runs the risk of giving 
encouragement to “the violent nephews 
of Mussolini”, said one of his fiercest 
critics. The historian Nicola Tranfaglia 
warned: ”There is a growing climate of 
fascist extremism in Italy. This is due to 
growing insensibility to the values of 
antifascism and the importance of the 
defence of democracy”. He blamed 
“the weakness of politics” and the sharp 
turn to the right by some newspapers. 

Meanwhile FN has been busy 
establishing links with the “Argentinean 
patriotic right”, in particular with 
the PPR (Partido Popular de la 
Reconstruccion) led by Gustavo 
Breide Obeide and the MILITIA 
movement led by Alejandro Schwindt. 
The European associates of FN are 
expected to attend the fourth “Action 
Camp” that will take place in Rome on 
28-30 September, marking the tenth 
anniversary of the birth of FN in 
London. ~<. 
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